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ABSTRACT

This study is conducted in the Lagos State University (LASU), Ojo, Nigeria
with a view to identifying the rate and practicability of internet usage among
undergraduates of the Faculty of Education. The population consists of all
the students in the faculty. A sample of 348 students was randomly selected
for the study. The instrument for data collection is the structured
guestionnaire. While 348 copies of the questionnaire are randomly
administered on the students in their various lecture halls. Three hundred
and thirty copies, which is 95% response rate are returned and used for
analysis. The data are carefully analysed using frequency distribution and
percentage. The findings reveal among others that majority of the students
at the Faculty of Education in Lagos Sate University usetheinter net severally
on daily basis for the purpose of accessing information to supplement hard
copies of books at the University Library. Consequently, Information and
Communication Technology facilities should be made available and
accessible to the students to enable them have the opportunity of technology
driven education.
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INTRODUCTION

Theinternetisavast globa network that linksmillionsof computersranging fromthe
smdlest handheld persond deviceto themost powerful computer systlems. Theinternet
wasdevel oped inthe 1960s and wasrestricted primarily to researchersand academics
(Rubin, 2004). Thereisno doubt that the academic community have benefited from
theInternet through global accessand exchange of information, easy dissemination of
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research findings, enhanced collaborative research and other activities. Theinternet
hasremained oneof thegrestest inventionsof manin recent times(Okunlaya, Emmanuel
and Ajegbomogun, 2014). Rubin (2004) definesinternet asatermthat isapplied toan
electronic network that permits access to other computer networks. (Okunlaya,
Emmanuel and Ajegbomogun, 2014) further opinethat it hasrevol utionaized so many
thingsparticularly, in theareaof communication. Theinternet becomesmorewidely
used with thedevel opment of theweb (Rubin, 2004). Internet, according toAdekanye
(2006), smply referstoas’ net’, isacollection of computersand computer networks
located al over theworld, al of which shareinformation through internet protocols.
Accordingto Rubin (2004), itisagloba network that connectsmillionsof smadl network,
computers and other devicesthat exchange data using astandard protocol called
Transmission Control Protocol/ Internet Protocol (TCP/I1P). Computers could be
connected to theinternet through line cables, television systems, satellites, cellular
networks, wirel ess hotspots and networks (Rubin, 2004).

However, the advent of social mediasites such as Facebook, Twitter and
othershave changed theway peoplecommunicateand interact with oneanother, keeping
intouch with families, friends, associatesand others. ThelInternetisaworld-wide
collection of networks, gateways of serversand computersusing, acommon set of
communicationstolink up large computer network linking together millionsof smaller
computersat numeroussitesin various countries belonging to millions of business,
government, educationd and other organi zations. Itisa so known asinformation super
high way network of networks connecting agrowing number or regional sitesto an
intercontinental electronic network which connectsmillionsof computers.

Udendeand Azeez (2010) conductsastudy onthefrequency of Internet access
and useamong studentsof the University of Ilorinand find that 26% of the respondents
used theinternet daily, 46.2% used it on weekly basiswhile, 27.8% used it onceina
while. Ismail (2018) in astudy of internet usage among University studentsin North
East geo-political zone of Nigeria noted that, three major purposes for which
respondentsusetheinternet include education (45.11%), socia networking (20.75%)
and news seeking (15.44%). gere (2018) examinesthe use of internet among library
and information science students at Delta State University, Abrakaand observesthat
all therespondents used theinternet to seek information to supplement their course
work, payment of tuition feesand to obtain information for their registration. Onthe
purpose of use, Udende and A zeez (2010) observe that 80.8% of the respondents
mostly used the Internet for academic purpose, 14% used it for e-mails, while 4.9%
used it for fun. However, only 3% did not respond to the question.

Aiyebe ehinand Azubiuke (2016) who examined internet useamong Library
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and Information Sciencein Edo State University indicate that the main purposefor
whichthey used theinternet wasto search for materid sfor ass gnment (96.4%), chatting
with colleagues (92.4%) and socia networking (93.2%). Okunlaya, Emmanuel and
Ajegbomogun (2014) state that 65% of the respondents obtainedinformation for class
assignment, term papers, project and tests, 11% respondents spent their time onthe
internet for socid interaction inastudy they conducted oninternet resources utilisation
among studentsof Humanitiesin some selected Universitiesin Nigeria

Ukpebor (2011) who carried out asurvey of internet use by lecturersand
studentsin Engineering Facultiesin Edo State observesthat 69.5% of the respondents
browsetheinternet for research purpose, while 20.0% used it for entertainment. Baro,
Onyenaniaand Oni (2010), who studied the constraints of internet search engines
usage by undergraduatesin someuniversitiesintheNiger Detaof Nigeria, rank google,
highest among the enumerated search engineswith 93.3%, while Yahoo and Askjeeves
areranked 92% and 32.7% respectively. Ukpebor (2011) opinesthat 71% of the
respondentsidentified dow internet access speed asamajor challengewhich internet
usersface. Anunobi (2006) in asurvey on theimpedimentsto studentsuse of internet
resources notesthat slow speed of sever, power failure, restricted accessto sites,
poor knowledge on how to usetheinternet, insufficient workstation, system breskdown,
aresome of theimpediments.

Also, Ojokoh and Asaolu (2005) who examined search engine and internet
access usage by students of the Federal University of Technology, Akure, assert that
26.3% of the respondentsfavoured yahoo, 19.3% favoured Excite, 5.4% favoured
Google, while 46.8% favoured other search engines. In linewith theforegoing, this
study examinesinternet useand viability among undergraduates of Faculty of Education,
Lagos State University, Ojo, Nigeria. To probefurther on the usage and viability of
internet among the undergraduates of Faculty of Education, Lagos State University,
Ojo, thefollowing questionswere asked:

I. How often do undergraduates of Faculty of Education, Lagos State Universty,

Ojo, usetheinternet?

. For how long have undergraduates of Faculty of Education, Lagos State

University beenusngtheinternet?

il For what purpose do undergraduates of the Faculty of Education, L agos State

University, Ojo, Lagos, usetheinternet?

(VA What aretheinternet resourcesused by undergraduatesof Faculty of Education,

Lagos State University, Ojo?

V. What arethe problemsencountered by undergraduatesof Faculty of Education,

Lagos State University, Ojo, Lagoswhileusing theinternet?
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Specifically, the study posesto:
I Determinethefrequency onuseof theinternet.

. Determinethe background knowledge of the use of internet.
il Examinethe purposesof using theinternet.

V. Determineinternet resourcesfrequently use.
V. Examine problemsencountered.
METHOD

The study adopted descriptive survey asitsresearch method. Structured questionnaire
wastheinstrument used for datacollection. Thetarget popul ationisthe undergraduates
of the Faculty of Education, Lagos State University, Ojo, Nigeria. A sampleof 348 out
of the student popul ation of 3481 was considered for the study. Thisrepresents 10%
of the students’ population. Out of the 348 copies of questionnaire distributed, 330
copiesrepresenting 95% respondentswere correctly filled, completed, returned and
considered good for theanalysis. Datawere analysed using frequency and simple

percentage.
RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 showsthat 47% of the respondents use theinternet several timesin aday,
22% usetheinternet twiceand 8% useoncein aday. Thisisanindication that majority
of the respondents use the internet frequently. Thisis probably dueto the ease of
accessto internet facilities through mobile phones and | aptops. Table 2 showsthat
39% of the respondents have been using theinternet for more than six years. Moreso,
25% of the respondents have between 3-5 yearsinternet experiencewhile, 21% and
15% haveinternet experience of 1-2 yearsand lessthan oneyear respectively. The
inferencefrom the aboveisthat mgjority of the students have been using theinternet
beforetheir university admission. Intable 3, 96% of therespondents agreethat, they
usetheinternet asasource of academicinformation. Thisisclosely followed by 89%
of the respondents for browsing. In the same regard, 88%, 85%, 79% of the
respondentsusetheinternet for chart and discussion, e-mailing on-lineregistration and
cashtrander repectively. Therewereother minor usesof theinternet by therespondents.
Fromthetable4, 89% of the respondentsadmit that, they use search engineresources.
Also59% of the respondentsusee-mail services, 57% of therespondentsusewebsites
resources, 51%, 47%, 26%, 15% of the other respondents agreethat they useinstant
messaging, Vod Cast, blogstel net respectively for their search.
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Onthechallengesof internet usage, 52% of the respondents admitsthat their major
problemisthe dow speed of theinternet network, 26% of the respondentsadmitsthat
their impediment with theuse of internet isdifficulty in download of web pageswhile
11% of the respondentsaitributeslack of knowledgeand difficulty inaccessng required
information respectively fromtheinternet astheir impedimentsininternet usage. From
thestudy, it isfound that 72% of the Faculty of Education, Undergraduatesin Lagos
State University, Ojo usetheinternet several timesinaday. Thisstudy corroborates
Aiyebe ehinand Azubuike (2016) who reved that 79.2% of the undergraduate students
inLibrary and Information Science, Edo State University usetheinternet on daily
basis. Further findingsal so show that 39% of therespondentswho congtitute majority
have been using theinternet for morethan six years. Thisisbeforethey were admitted
to pursue degree programme. Thefindingsal so show that themgjor purposefor which
undergraduates usetheinternet wasasource of academicinformation. Thefindingsof
thisstudy corroborate those of Udendeand Azeez (2010), Aiyebelehin and Azubuike
(2016) and I gere (2018) which revedl that students search theinternet for the academic
purpose, seek information to supplement their course work and materials for
assgnments. It isobserved that mgorly, 89% of therespondentsusetheinternet search
enginesresources. Thisfinding also corroboratesthat of Igere (2018) when 84.7% of
the studentsof Library and Information science at Delta State University, Abraka
majorly use the search engine resources. Many factors hinder effective use of the
internet resources. Chiefly, anong themincludessow internet access, longer timeto
download web pagesand others. Thisfinding correspondswith that of Ukpebor (2011)
where 71% of respondents assertsthat dow internet access speed isamajor problem
whileusingtheinternet.

Table 1: Frequency of usng the Internet by the respondents

Usage Frequency Per centage
Severd timesaDay 154 47
Twiceaday 72 22
Onceaday 25 8
Twiceaweek 20 6
Thriceaweek 24 7
Onceamonth 19 6
Twiceamonth 10 3
Occasiondly 6 1
Sddom - -
Total 330 100

Source: Survey, 2018
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Table2: How long have Respondentsbeen using theinternet?

Duration Frequency Per centage
Lessthan oneyear 50 15
1-2years 68 21
3-5years 82 25
Morethan six years 130 39

Total 330 100

Source: Survey, 2018

Table3: The Respondents purposesof using theinternet

Purposesof usingthelnter net Agree Disagree Undecided
Freg. % Freg. % Freg. %

Sourcesfor Academic Information 318 % 12 4 -
For Electronic Commerce/
Order Goods Shopping Services 101 1 153 46 76 PA]
Entertainment 248 I & 5 - -
E-mall 230 53] K2 10 18 5
Browsing 2%5 ) 1 - -
News 170 52 126 3 A 10
Chat and Discussion 2% 37 u 4 1
Search for Job/Employment 13 40 180 % 17 5
On-line Registration for Admission
(Cash Transfer) 260 e vivA 13 2 8
Source: Survey, 2018
Table4: Fregquency of Internet ResourcesUse

Agree Disagree Undecided
I nter net Resour ces No. % No. % No. %
Search Engines 203 89 37 n - -
E-mails 194 59 117 35 19 6
Instant Messaging 168 51 97 29 65 20
Telnet 48 15 228 69 54 16
Vod Cast 155 47 150 45 25 8
Blogs 87 26 201 61 42 13
Website 188 57 142 43 - -
Source: Survey, 2018
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Table5: Challengesof using theInternet

Problems Freguency Per centage
Slow speed of Internet Network 170 52

Lack of Knowledgeon how tousethelnternet 37 1

Cost of Printing 0 0

Difficulty indownloading web pages 86 26

Frequent Computer Breakdown 0 0

Difficulty inaccessing required information 37 1
Inadequate I nternet Facilities 0 0

Irregular power supply 0 0

Total 330 100

Source: Survey, 2018
CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Theinternet has played apivota rolen academic development of studentsand others

inthefacetsof life. Thefindingsof thisstudy have attested to thefact that mgority of

the students have knowledge on how to source information on theinternet on adaily
bas sbeforethey were offered admission into theuniversity. They extensively usethe
internet to source academicinformation to what isgiven to them by their teachers.

Thereare numerousinternet resourcesthat can be used to accesstheinternet. This

study reved sthat mgority use search engines, e-mailsand websiteto obtaininformation

for their academic work. In view of thefindings of this study, the followings are
recommended for the effectiveand efficient use of theinternet by Faculty of Education
studentsof Lagos State University, Ojo, Lagos.

I. Thecurriculum of the Faculty should bereviewed and re-designedtoincul cate
internet usage. Thiswill, to alarge extent, expose education studentsto search
strategy among others.

i Training, workshops and seminars should be organized for students of the
Faculty on how to download, transfer, print or copy required information from
theinternet.

il ICT facilitiesshould bemade avail able and accessibleto the studentsto enable
them have the opportunity of technology driven education.

(VA The management of the Faculty of Education of the Lagos State University
should as a matter of urgency ensure that the Faculty is connected to the
internet, provide aternative power sourcefor ease of use of mobile phones
and laptopsat the Faculty.
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