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ABSTRACT

This review on Mada Language Adaptation examines a brief history and
originality of Mada people, the language classifications, clans and skills
vis-a-viz listening, speaking, reading and writing in Mada language. The
Mada people are predominately farmersand found in Nasarawa and Kaduna
Sates. Some of them are found in Abuja, F.C.T. Mada people are located in
North-Western part of Cameroon. The work has recommended ways forward
to improve Mada Language adaptation to include taking advantage of
existing works in Mada language to improve the listening, speaking, reading
and writing of the language.
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INTRODUCTION

Languageisapurely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas,
emotionsand desiresby meansof asystem of voluntarily produced symbols (Sapir,
1921). Languageisameans of communication, and communication almost always
takesplacewithin some sort of socia context (Amberg and Vause, 2012). Thisiswhy
effective communication reguiresan understanding and recognition of the connections
between a language and the people who use it. Language is the divine gift that
distinguishesmanfrom animas(Husain 2015). According toAmberg and Vause (2012),
languageisintegrally intertwined with our notions of who we are on both the personal
and the broader, societal levels. Husain (2015) arguesthat language does mean a
collection of words strung together in sentences but each word having a separate
identity and meaning. According to Amberg and Vause (2012):

Language reflects both theindividual characteristics of a person,

aswell asthe beliefsand practices of hisor her community. You'll

also learn that languages are rule-governed systems made up of
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signs, so for an outsider to learn the language of a community, he

or she must learn which signs are meaningful and which are not.
Language is not random behaviour but is systematic where certain orderings are
accepted ashaving prescribed meanings (Husain 2015). According to Sapir (1921), it
istruethat inacertain sensetheindividua ispredestined totalk, but that isdue entirely
to the circumstance that heisborn not merely in nature, but in thelap of asociety that
iscertain, reasonably certain, tolead himtoitstraditions. However, absenceof language
ismeredearth of communication (Sadiku, 2015).

TheMadalanguage bel ongsto the Benue-Congo of the Eastern Plateau cluster
(Zaigi, 2014). SincetheHam (Jaba) who most of thearchaeol ogistsseemto agreeare
the direct descendants of the makersof the Nok civilization area so membersof the
Eastern Plateau cluster of the Benue—Congo, the Madaand the Ham might have been
one and the same people (Moore and Durban, 1935).

Madaisaregiondly important Plateau language of Nigeria, withmany didects.
Itisahighly tonal language (Hammarstrom; Forkel, Haspel math and Bank, 2016).
Madaisoneof theover 6,500 languages spokenintheworld (Olaofe, 1996). Itisone
of the minority languages spoken in Nigeriaand Cameroon but one of the major
languages spoken in Nasarawa State, parts of Kaduna State and Federal Capital
Territory, Abujaand North - Western part of Cameroon. Madapeople have aFirst
ClassTraditional Ruler in Nasarawa State, HisRoyal Highness, Mr. Samson Gamu
Yaren, the Chun Mada.

Madaisoneof themgjor tribesand languagesin Nasarawa State as Dandaura
and Ngheren (1997) explain that the original home of the Madaliesin the present
Akwangal ocd Government and AkwangaWest (Rinze) Development Area. Dandaura
and Ngheren also explain that the Mada have neighbours with Kokona Local
Government Areato the West, Sangaand Jemaal oca Government Areasof Kaduna
Stateto the North-West, Wambal ocal Government Areato the East and Nassarawa
Eggon Local Government Area, Akpata Development Area to the South.
Hammarstrom, Forkel, Haspelmath and Bank (2016) hasreved ed that there are about
50,000 Madapeopleliving in Monren Area, Tokombere District of North-Western
Cameroon. Continuing ontheorigindity of the Madapeople, Dandauraand Ngharen
(1997) opinethat amigration narrative theory smply explainsthat the Madaarea
break away unit of alarge group, probably the Jukun society asthere exists many
smilarities, socia and occupationa paraphernaliabetween thetwottribestill datewith
aman then called Mada a courageous hunter who led M ada people from Wukari
through K effi whereafew of them settled whiletherest proceeded to wards Gburmwa
Hillsinthe present AkwangaL ocal Government Area Therefore, the aim of thisstudy
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isexaminethe history and originality of Mada people, thelanguage classifications,
clansand skillsvis-a-viz listening, speaking, reading and writing in Madalanguage.

Mada L anguage: Classificationsand Clans

Mada has been classified as part of the Plateau |anguage group (Greenberg 1963),
Hansford, Bendor-Samuel and Stanford (1976), Gerhardt (1989) and Crozier and
Blench (1992) havefollowed thisview. Madawas put together with Ninzam, Ayu,
Che, Ninkyop and some other languages aspart of Plateau IV (Blench, 2006). More
recently, thisgroup hasbeen christened * Ninzic' inthelight of thenumerouslanguages
with a—nin- eement intheir ethnonym (Blench, 2006).

Accordingto Crozier and Blench (1992), the principal modern work on Mada
languageisPrice(1989), which coversthe phonology and orthography of Madaspoken
inRija, avillage central to Madacountry. Madahas an extensive dial ect network and
thereisquiteahighlevel of variation fromvillageto village (Blench, 2006). Price
(1989) givesava uable comparativewordlist in different diaects, which showsthat at
least some of them have markedly different phonology from RijaMadaand probably
have been influenced by Eggon (Blench, 2006). Greenberg (1963), Dandauraand
Ngheren (1997) and Price (2006) as quoted by Saleh (2016) point out that Mada
languageisclassified under the Benue-Congo linguistic sub-group, abranch of the
larger Niger-CongoAfrican Languagefamily. Themost basi c convention of any language
community isthe acceptance of aset of signsthat convey meaning; these signscould
be sounds or words or punctuation markson apage or even silencein aconversation;
any of thesethingsisableto carry meaning (Amberg and Vause, 2012).

While Sabo (2010) presents 35 Clansin Mada, Ngheren, Muaazu and Saleh
(2014) present 36 Clansinthisorder:

1 Abam

2 Ade

3. Aka

4, Bohar (Koja)
5 Gbagyi

6 Gbanje

7 Gbugyor

8. Gohon

9. Gbuncu

10. Gbukun

11. Gwadi

12. Kadon
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13. Kagboa

14. Kombre

15. Kamwa

16. KangbD (Ningo)
17. Konzwe

18. Kwandar
19. Moanta
20. Lale

21. Njoto
22. MDcu
23. Njugban
24. Nighan
25. NcD

26. Ncukpa
27. Nduwon
28. Njida
29. NkwO
30. Nunkucun
31. Ntsakpa
32. Rice

33. Ringa
34. Rinze
35. Tsu

36. Koko

Mada L anguageAdaptation Skills

Languageisasystem of rulesor conventionsbecauseasinglelanguage convention, for
example, asingleword, apause, or an aphabet | etter, doesnot tell usmuch beyond its
immediate meaning (Amberg and Vause, 2012). Thus, we usually combinethese
conventionstogether to convey larger meanings. According to Morehouse (2017),
therearefour skillsof language, which are aset of four capabilitiesthat allow an
individual to comprehend and produce spoken language for proper and effective
interpersona communication. Sadiku (2015) opinesthat thefour skillsarethe pinnacles
of language which will take you to greater heights, though separate, they are bound
together with aninseparable bond. These skillsarelistening, speaking, reading, and
writing (Morehouse, 2017). Theseskillsgivelearnersscaffol der support, opportunities
to create, contextsin which to usethe language for exchanges of real information,
evidenceof their own ability and, most importantly, confidence (Sadiku, 2015). The
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four languageskillsinany languagearelistening, pesking, reading andwriting (Williams,
1990). Williamsfurther explainsthat:
The various skills and aspect of language are interrelated:
listening, and speaking, reading and writing, involving the same
time correct and appropriate use of phonology, lexis use of
phonology, lexisand syntax .... Someindividualslearn alanguage
readily through causal perception (sense of hearing).
Languageisan essentid skill which comesnaturaly under psychomotor (Husain, 2015).
Accordingto Lewis(Nd), listening, Speeking, reading and writing skillsarefundamental
tolanguagelearning. Husain (2015) presentsthese skillsin adiagram asshown below:

Listening

PN

Writing <]Language8ki|ls> Speaking

NS

Reading

Figurel: Language Skills

Listeningto MadalL anguage

Ligtening isthefirst languageskill; it isthefirst of two naturd languageskills, whichare
required by dl naturd spokenlanguages(Morehouse, 2017). Listeningisarequirement
inlanguagelearning. Itisnot merely hearing: itisastate of receptivity that permits
understanding of what is heard and grants the listener full partnership in the
communication process (Sadiku, 2015). According to Morehouse (2017), itiswhat is
known asareceptiveskill, or apassiveskill, asit requires usto use our earsand our
brainsto comprehend language asit isbeing spokento us. Therefore, listenly toMada
discussions, Madamusic, Radio or Television programmesin Madalanguage, and
other discussions, in Madalanguage are some of the ways Madalanguage can be
learned and spoken. Another meansarewatching vV CDsin Madalanguagefor example,

GloKyu, Bwar, Nze and soon.
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Speaking M ada L anguage

Speskingisthesecond of two natural language skills; itiswhat isknown asaproductive
skill, or anactiveskill, asit requiresusto use our vocal tract and our brainsto correctly
produce language through sound (M orehouse, 2017). According to Sapir (1921), itis
truethat psychologists speak of thelocalization of speechinthebrain. Thiscanonly
mean that the sounds of speech arelocalized inthe auditory tract of thebrain, or in
some circumscribed portion of it, precisely as other classes of soundsarelocalized;
and that the motor processesinvolvedin speech (such asthe movementsof theglottal
cordsinthelarynx, themovementsof thetonguerequired to pronouncethevowes, lip
movementsrequired to articul ate certain consonants, and numerousothers) arelocdized
inthemotor tract precisely asared| other impul sesto specid motor activities. Speaking
isthe most effective thing you can do to improveyour language skills(Lewis, Nd).
Speakingisall specid; it hasmany masks- public, friendly or academic contextsare
few fromthelot (Sadiku, 2015). Greetings/pleasantries, compliments, brief discussons,
long discussionsarethe beginning stepsto learn Madalanguage.

Reading Mada L anguage

According to Morehouse (2017), reading isthethird language skill. Aswith listening,
itisareceptive or passive skill, asit requires usto use our eyesand our brainsto
comprehend thewritten equival ent of spoken language. Inreading, control islodgedin
thevisua tract of thebrain over al those processesof visua recognition (Sapir, 1921).
Morehouse (2017) statesthat reading isoneof thetwo artificial languageskills, asnot
al natural spoken languages haveawriting system. Readingisfun-way to knowledge
hunt; it bringswisdom and through reading, welearnalot and it isthe most prominent
language skill (Sadiku, 2015). But one of the problems of Madalanguage remains
getting peopleto read it (Blench, 2016). There are pamphlets, Bible chaptersin
M adalanguageto read, for instance,

“Ren Zeze stu Yeso Krisoti yan Marku car”.

Ren Zeze otu Yeso Krisoti yan YDnacar”.

We can also through reading, trand ate books on Madathough writtenin English or
other languages. Bookslike M adaPeople and Culture (Dandauraand Ngheren 1997),
Kagwor: the Stubborn Boy (Chikada 2008), the Mada of Central Nigeria (Sabo
2010), A dictionary of Mada(Blench and Kato, 2010), Ban Mada (Ngharen, Muazu
and Saleh 2014) and many otherswritten on Madawhich we might not have come
across. We can see publicationssuch as"MadaPronouns’, MadaDictionary, "Mada
Phonemesand the L earning of English asa Second Language” on Madalanguagein
theinternational network.
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Writing M ada L anguage
Morehouse (2017) opinesthat writing isthefourth language skill; aswith speaking, it
isaproductiveor activeskill, it requiresusto use our handsand our brainsto produce
thewritten symbolsthat represent spoken language. A writing systemis"aset of
visibleor tactilesgnsused to represent unitsof languageinasystemicway™ andrelated
to thetermsof script and orthography (Coulmas 1999). Alongside 'writing system'
cometheterms'script’ and orthography'. A script isthe physical implementation of the
writing system. Orthography consistsof thegenerd rulesfor usngascriptinaparticular
language (Cook, Vaid and Bassetti, 2009). Along with reading, it isone of thetwo
artificial language skills, asnot all natural spoken languages have awriting system
(Morehouse, 2017). Writing system hastwo distinctive connotations; it involvesthe
general ideas of writing and the specific languages (Cook and Bassetti 2005). For
many languagelearners, writing isthefirst timethey actively try to producelanguage,
rather than consumethelanguage (Lewis, Nd). Madalanguage did not haveastandard
script and standard orthography. However, awriting system wasdevised for Mada
languagein 1999 and thiswas made the basis of theliteracy programme (Blench.
2016). Hence, we can start scribbling words or even lettersin thelanguage. We can
writenamesin Madalanguage; for example,

Wunka, Gyunka, MbatDor Mbeto, Y ukD, yake Gyunka, TOnze etc.
We can send textsto parents, friends, colleagues, contemporaries, children and soon
inthelanguage - wu shen na?wu nye ha?

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thisstudy hasbrought to forethe need for trueidentity. Speaking the Madalanguage
isidentifying withthe Madaculture aslanguage and cultureareinseparable. For Mada
language and cultureto be preserved, all hands must be on deck - parents, elders,
youth and children must make deliberate and consciouseffortsto listen, speak, read
and writetheMadalanguage. It isthe only treasure handed down to posterity assuch
should not go into extinction. M adalanguage committee should make chartsand
pamphletsavailablefor both children and adults; thiswill helpinfirst knowledgeor
contact with standard M ada orthography. We should endeavour to listen to Mada
Radio programson NBS or PreciousFM, thiswill improve our knowledgeof listening
skillsand Mada L anguage generaly. Primary school teachersof Madadescent inthe
rural areas should co-mix and code-switch (using both Madaand English languages)
toteach primaries 1-3. Thiswill helpin preserving the Mada L anguage and culture.
Pastorsintherural areasof Mada descent should al so use code-mixing and code-
switchingintheir ssrmonsin the Churches. Consciousefforts should be madeto read
the Biblein Madalanguage aswell as other Madawritten contents.
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