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ABSTRACT

The thrust of this work is the fact that phonology plays a vital role in language
and communication both in local/native, national and international languages.
It takes a look at the definition of phonology, the British English and Nigerian
English Phonology at the segmental level because these two varieties of English
belong to different linguistic sub—groups with distinct phonemic possibilities in
their use of phonological processesor systems. It also considersvowels of English
phonology, vowels of Nigerian phonology (monophthongs and diphthongs),
consonants (place and manner of articulation), consonant clusters or the sound
systems of the two languages. The similaritiesand dissimilarities of soundsin the
two languages, problematic phonetic symbols/sounds, voiced consonants,
voiceless consonants and plosive consonants in the two varieties are taken into
consideration. Techniques and methodologies for teaching phonology provide
keys asteachers. The discussion on this study includes the functions of the organs
of speech like velum, vocal cords, the lungs, the teeth, the palate, the larynx and
pharynx which make communication easier in humans. It concludes that the
Federal Government through the ETF/TETFUND should provide well equipped
language laboratoriesto all private, state owned and Federal tertiary institutions
and Teachers of English, especially teachers of phonetics/phonology should be
given adequate training in handling equipment/operation of the language
laboratory.
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INTRODUCTION

Phonol ogy servesas|ubrication for communication becauseit organizes human sounds
and speech (Omachonu, 2010). Without organi zation of soundsin humans, therewill not
be organs of speech which helpin easier production of soundsfor communication. And
without communi cation, human beingswould be at |ogger headswith each other because
of suspicionwhichwould invariably create animosity and bitterness. Therewould not be
globalization also astherewill not be crosscultural ideasevidencedinloca, nationa and
international conferences, All African Games, Commonweal th, Olympic Games, cultural
fedtivalsat thelocal, nationd, regional and internationa levels. Phonol ogy makeslearning
easier at the primary, secondary and tertiary levelsof education (FGN, 2004; 1999).
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Azikiwe (1998) sees phonology asthe “acoustic characteristics of speech, the sound
aspect of language made up of the segmental phonemeswhich cover thevowels, semi-
vowel sand consonants; and the suprasegmenta phonemeswhich includethestresspitch
and juncture of the language’. Yule (1996) opinesthat “phonology isessentially the
description of the systems and patterns of speech soundsinalanguage’. Ladefoged and
Johnson (2011) say “phonology isthe description of the systemsand patterns of sounds
that occur inalanguage’ . Webster’ sUniversal Dictionary and Thesaurus (2010) defines
phonology as*thestudy of speech soundsand their devel opment; and of the sound systems
of language”. Hornby (2010) explainsthat phonology is*“thestudy of speech soundsof a
particular language’ . According to Omachonu (2010), “it isthe study of the systemsand
patternsthat form unitsinalanguage’ . Phonol ogy can be summed up to be the study of
speech soundsin aparticular |anguage which covers both the segmental (consonants,
consonant clusters, diphthongs, triphthongs (vowels) and suprasegmental) stress, rhythm
and intonation patterns.

Table 1: Vowels of English Phonology (Monophthongs)

M onophthong Examples
1 fi:l feel /fi:l/, feed /fi:d/
2 h/ fit/fit/, bit/bit/
3 lel bed /bed/, set /set/
4 [ed cat /kad/, man /maan/
5. IE/ cut /KEt/, but /bEt/
6. lal card /ka:d/, park /pa:k/
7. fi/ not /nit/, lot /ITt/
8 &/ lord/I&d/, pork /pé&k/
9. u/ hood /hud/, look /luk/
10. fu/ food /fu:d/, zoo /zu:/
1 ¢/ girl /gc:l/, bird /bg:d/
12 Il about /”b” ut/, mother /mE®”/

Source: Arnold and Gimson (1982:6)
Note: Arnold’'sand Gimson’swork providesonly eleven (11) monophthongsin English
instead of twelve (12). The schwasound /”/ismissing.

Table 2: Nigerian English Phonology

M onophthong Examples
1 fi:l see/bi:/, bee/bi:/
2 hil pit /pit/, hit /hit/
3 el get /get/, pet /pet/
4 lal can /kan/, fan /fan/
5. lal car /ka/, far ffa/
6. fi/ pot /pit/, hot /hit/
7. &/ war /wé: /, law /1&:/
8 u/ book /buk/,look /luk/
9 lu:/ coup /ku:/, cool /ku:l/
10/c:/ shirt /+"¢:t/, flirt /fl:t/
1177 ago /"g" ul, bother /bba”/

Source: Odumuh (1997:39)
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It would be observed that monophthong number four (No 4) /g inthe English phonology
iscompletely missing in the Nigerian English phonology. Whilethere aretwelve (12)
monophthongsinthe English phonol ogy, Nigerian English phonology haseleven (11). Also,
the Nigerian English’smonophthong number four (No 4) takesthe place of English's/ag
as"“can” canbetranscribed as* kan” . The other English monophthong missingin Nigerian
English phonology ismonophthonng No 5/E/ withwordslike* fun” or “ sun’”.

Table 3: Diphthongsin English Phonology

Diphthongs(Closing) Examples
1 leil take /teik/, day /dei/
2 lail light /lait/, fight /fait/
3 /éi:/ coin/ké: n/, boil /bé: I/
4 /0u/ go /gUu/, goat /gUut/
5 18U/ pear /pal/, fear /faU/
Diphthongs(Centring)
6 fiv/ deer /diU/, ear iU/
7 leul fair /feU/, pair /peU/
8 fuv/ poor /pul/, tour /tul/

Sour ce: Arnold and Gimson (1982) and Roach (2000)

Table4: Closing Diphthongsin Nigerian English Phonology

Diphthongs Examples
1 [ei/ pay /pei/, rain/rein/
2 =y soil /s&il/, point /péint/
3 fail height /hait/
4 fau/ house /haus/, cow /kau/
5 lou/ bow /bou/, low /lou/
Centering Diphthongin Nigerian Phonology

Diphthong Examples
6 fiv/ year /jiU/, beer /biU/
Opening Diphthongsin Nigerian English Phonology

Diphthongs Examples
7 fud/ casual /kas8uUl/, factual ffaekt+"ull/

Source: Odumuh (1997:38)

Compared to English diphthongswhich areeight (8) in number, the diphthongs of
Nigerian English are seven (7) in number. Themissing English diphthongintheNigerian
English phonology is'el/.

Table5: Some Voiced Consonantsin English Phonology

Consonant Place of Articulation Manner of Articulation
b/ bilabial plosive

/d/ aveolar plosive

g/ velar plosive

vl labiodentals fricative

1zl post-alveolar fricative

1o/ dental fricative

13/ glottal fricative

/d3/ post-alveolar affricate

Sources: Roach (2000:33-5) and Omachonu (2010:40)
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Table 6: Some Voiced Consonantsin Nigerian English Phonology

Consonant Placeof Articulation Manner of Articulation
b/ bilabia plosive

/d/ alveolar plosive

g/ velar plosive

v/ |labiodentals fricative

18/ dental fricative

13/ glottal fricative

/d3/ post-alveolar affricate

Sources: Odumuh (1997: 38-9), L adefoged and Johnson (2011:70) and Saleh (2007:101)

The voiced consonants of both the English phonology and Nigerian English
phonology aresame. However, most Nigerian speskersof Englishincluding somespeakers
of the sophisticated variety produce the dental fricative/d/ consonant as/d/ because of
mother tongueinterference and consonant substitution.

Table 7: SomeVoiceless Consonantsin English Phonology

Consonant Placeof Articulation Manner of Articulation
It/ |labiodentals fricative

K/ velar plosive

/sl aveolar fricative

1+ glottal fricative

It+"/ post-alveolar affricate

el dental fricative

i) alveolar plosive

Ip/ bilabia plosive

Sources: Roach (2000:32-5) and Jowitt (1996:6-7)
Table 8: Some Voiceless Consonantsin Nigerian English Phonology

Consonant Placeof Articulation Manner of Articulation
Ifl |abiodentals fricative

K/ velar plosive

/sl alveolar fricative

1+ glottal fricative

It+"/ post-alveolar affricate

&/ dental affricate

i) alveolar plosive

Ip/ bilabia plosive

Sources. Odumuh (1997:38-9) and Awonusi (2004:208-9)

Thevoicdessconsonantsof the Nigerian English phonology arenot different from
those of the English phonology but thechallengefor most speakersof EnglishinNigeriais
the substitution of dental affricate/t/ instead of the correct consonant sound of /&/ asin
“think” /eink/ and not “tink” /tink/.

Table 9: Plosive Consonantsin English Phonology
There are six (6) plosive consonantsin the English phonology; they are: ptkbdg

Consonant Placeof Articulation Manner of Articulation

Ip/ bilabia plosive

i) alveolar plosive

K/ velar plosive

/bl bilabid plosive
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/d/ alveolar plosive
/gl velar plosive
Sour ce: Saleh (2007:48)

Table 10: Plosive Consonantsin Nigerian English Phonology

Consonant Placeof Articulation Manner of Articulation
Ip/ bilabial plosive
1t/ alveolar plosive
K/ velar plosive
/bl bilabial plosive
/d/ alveolar plosive
/gl velar plosive

Sour ces: Odumuh (opcit) and Awonusi opcit
Theplosive consonantsfrom thetwo varietiesof English haveno differences.

Some Consonant Cluster sin English Phonology and Nigerian English Phonology
Sdeh (2007) identifiestwo and three consonant clusters. Two consonant clustersinclude:
/bl/ fbr/ [cl] [erl 1§11 [frl Igl Igr/ asin“black”, bread”, “ class’, “cry”, “fly”, “fry”, “glass’,
“grass’. Three consonant clustersinclude: /scr/ /str/ asin*“ scream” and “ street” . These
categoriesof consonant clustersareavailablein both varietiesof English.

Functionsof the Organsof Speech
Organsof speech aid in speech making and sound production. Thefollowing are some of
the organs of speech.

TheTongue: Yule(1996) and Omachonu (2011) stressthat thisorgan of speech “isthe
principa organinthearticulatory process, the most mobileand most active. . .becauseit
hasthegreatest variety of movement”. Omachonu addsthat the tongue has*threemajor
parts—thefront, the centre and the back, including thetip of thetongue’.

TheLips: Longman (2004) describesthisorgan of speech as*the edge of the mouth
wheretheskinisred”. Inaddition, thelipsareinthe upper and lower partsof the mouth;
they also helpin speech production.

TheTeeth: Theteeth aredividedinto two parts—lower and upper teethwhich aretothe
sdesof themouth. Theteeth get in contact with thetongueto produce many sounds. The
teeth can al so be pressed together to produce | abiodental fricative soundsof /f/ and /v/.

The Lungs: Omachonu (2011) reports that the lungs are *the power house for the
production of speech soundswheretheairflow that powersspeech productionisgenerated” .

The Vocal Cords. Roach (2000) statesthat “vocal cordsaretwo thick flaps of muscles
rather likeapair of lips’. These organs of speech help in the production of voiced and
Vvoicelesssounds.

The Velum: Omachonu (2011) explainsthat this organ of speech isbeyond the hard
palate and serves asthe dividing line between two channels—the nasal cavity and oral
cavity with theflap which controlstheflow of air through the channels.
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ThePalate: Rischel, Gronnum, Gregersen, Basbéll (2009) are of theview that thisorgan
of speechisresponsiblefor the production of speech soundslike/p/, /t/ and /k/. It dso
containstheaveolar ridgewhichisresponsblefor redlizing other soundslike/d/, /l/, /rl,/
n, /s and/zl.

Larynx and Pharynx: Omachonu (2011) highlightsthat:

These are very important structures or organs in the articulatory process

along the vocal tract and it is noted as the first place where modification

of sounds occurs or starts along the vocal tract.
On theother hand, Omachonu continuesthat “the pharynx isanother crucial point long
thevocd tract especidly at itstop end whereit isdividedinto two channels. theoral cavity
andthenasal cavity”.

Diagram of Organsof Speech

Mosal Carvity

IETR N

U hial . . [
Cavily {

Source; Otagburuagu and Chukwuma (2002:247)

Thecontributionsof the organsof speech in communication areimmense. Each of
the organs of speech contributesto the functionality of the other. The summary of the
organs of speech are: theteeth, thetongue, thelips, nasals, larynx and pharynx, lungs,
vocal cords, velum and the palate.

Techniquesand M ethodologiesfor Teaching Phonology

Theeffectiveteaching of phonology, especialy in second language situation, hingesonthe
Bloomfieldian Structural Psychol ogistswho emphasi ze on second language teaching and
learning as based on drills and practice. To adopt thistheory effectively, theissue of
ingtructiona materialscomesto mind. Ikonta(2002) arguesthat the phonological syllabus
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should contain teacher’s model pronunciation, emphasis on correct

articulatory movements, students’ repetition, pointing out the different

spelling in which the different sounds occur, eliciting such words from

students, plenty of drills for practice, and in the sixth year, intensive

practices in life-like speaking tasks (debates, formal speeches) would

be employed to integrate all the various bits of the component.
In consonance with this, the audio lingual method of the Bloomdfieldian Structural
Psychologists putsemphasison drillsand practicein second languagelearning which can
lead tofluency, articulation, competenceand performance. Theaudiolingua method stresses
on speech rather than writing; thisis because repetition can enforceretention. In same
devel opment, Ezema (2002) and Okwudishu (1996) posit that other instructional materials
for teaching languagesinclude picture cards, photographs, radio sets, cassetterecorders,
mirrors, charts, recorded speeches, well constructed dia ogue, languagelaboratory, speech
organs, television, dides, telephone, filmstrips, motion pictures etc. Theseinstructional
materiadswill besmpler tolearn asthese materia swill makelearning red, retentive, lively
andexciting.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Phonol ogy, asan aspect of linguistics, bearsthe burden of how soundsareorganizedin
any language. Phonol ogy, like phonetics, playsamagor rolein speech production. In second
languagelearning, phonol ogy limitsthe mother tongueinterferencewhich bringssomuch
distortion on most Nigeria s speakersof English. Theteacher of English or phonology
should beonewhoisawaysreading, searching and researching, trying to transcribewords/
new words, listening to native and near-native speakers, listening to speakers of the
sophigticated variety, listening to language programson radio, watching language programs
ontelevison and educativedramain native English language. Theteacher of Englishshould
aso beonewho usesconducive environment in theteaching of phonology. Theinstructiond
materials should be carefully chosen and graded according to the ability, age, level and
competence of |earners. Practice and constant drills should be continuous exercises.
Diligenceand commitment aresinequanon for theteacher of English/phonol ogy.

i TheFederal Government throughthe ETF/ TETFUND should provide equipped
languagelaboratoriestodl private, state owned and Federd tertiary ingtitutions.

i Teachersof English, especially teachersof phonetics/phonology should begiven
adequatetraining in handling equipment/operation of thelanguagelaboratory.

i Practical workshops should be organized quarterly for teachers of English/
phonology.

Y Teachersof Engligvphonology intheuniversitiesand other tertiary ingdtitutionsshould
be sponsored tovisit native English speaking countriesfor at least two monthsbi
annudlly to acquire near-native variety whichwould help them to teach phonol ogy
with confidence and competence.
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