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ABSTRACT

The gift of speaking in tongues has been misunderstood philosophically. Using
exegetical and contextual hermeneutics, this study examined the three occurrences
of speaking in tongues in the book of Acts. The exegesis shows that speaking in
tongues was one of the signs to accompany the disciples when they received the
Holy Spirit. This gift was promised specifically in the context of evangelism. The
"act" does not mean vain blabbing but speaking clearly in a foreign language.
Its manifestations in Acts 10 and 19, is a symbol of acceptance of the Gentile
community. Moreover, those who received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19) did not only
speak in tongues but also prophesied. Therefore, the philosophy that assumes
speaking in tongues as the sign that one has received the Holy Spirit is baseless.
Additionally, glossolalia as claimed by Pentecostals today is contrary to what is
seen in the Acts.
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INTRODUCTION

Itiscolloquid that speaking intonguesisoneof thegiftsof the Holy Spirit. It wasgivento
theapostleson the day of Pentecost. Thisgift wasevidently bestowed on three occasions
whenever the Holy Spirit wasupon the believersin the New Testament Church (Acts2:8,
10:46, 19:6). From thesethree occurrencesin thebook of Acts, itisinevitableto ask the
question: was speaking intonguesjust themanifestation of theHoly Spirit consideringits
occurrencesinthe book of Acts? Or wasit the very phenomenon to show that one has
truly received the Holy Spirit?Although thisbecame aprobleminthe Corinthian church
later inthelife of the early church, itisan enormousenigmaamong Christiansasitis
dubbed, asign that one hasreceived the Holy Spirit.

Another perplexity that has become predominant isthe"act" onitsown. Does
speaking in tongues mean vain blabbing or speaking what others cannot understand or a
heavenly language as people explain? What does Glossoldliaredly mean?What wasitin
theActs? And what should it betoday? Doesthe manifestation of the Holy Spirit and its
sgndiffer intoday's Christian church?Wasit an outward sign for the presence of the Holy
Spirit? These questions prompted this study which looks at theterm Glossolaliain the
book of Acts, taking into consideration the three occurrences of speaking intonguesas
regard the manifestation of theHoly Spirit and thenitsrelevance and implication.
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GLOSSOLALIA: ORIGINAND USAGE

Theword"glossolalia" isacompound word which comesfrom two Greek words " glossa”
"glwsa" and"lalia". Glossaisdefined by the Thayer's (2000) Greek-English Lexicon as
thetongue, amember of the body, an organ of speech, atongue, that isto say, thelanguage
andlaiaastalk, dialect, or mode of speech . Glossoldia, "Glwssolaia' asimpliedinthe
Bibleisseen asatechnical term used to explain speaking in tongues. Wayne Grudem
(1994) seesit as"speaking in languages' instead of tongues (whichismore popular).
Moreover, inthe Dictionary of Paul and HisL etters, (Gerald, 1993), thisword isseenas
ananglicized version of thetermsused in explaining the act of tongues.

Of itsorigin, Gerhard Hasdl (1994) notesthat Jesus Christ wasthefirst personto
make use of the phrase"speakingintongues’. ThisisseeninMark. 16:17: "and these
sgnsshdl follow themthat believe; in my nameshal they cast out devils; they shall speak
withnew tongues' it issignificant to notethat thiswas promised in the context of evangdism.
Hasel (1994) statesthat thissign made by Jesuswas not the only sign to accompany the
evangelistswho were commissioned to preach the Gospdl ; the other sign was casting out
demonsall inthe context of evangelism. It isappropriateto notethat speakingintongues
wasthemediafor evangelism onthe day of Pentecost (Acts2:1-41).

Glossoldiaor speaking intonguesisused to describe an act of speaking in another
language different from the one who is speaking is aware of. Hasel (1994) seesit as
speaking alanguage which isnew to the speaker and which had not been acquired by
normal circumstances. Thetermisalso used however to describe aspiritual gift and
fulfilment of thelatter rain aspromisedin Jod 2:28-29. Noorbergen (1973) submitsthat
speaking in tonguesis used to describe speaking in known languages ; on the contrary,
Grudem (1994) seesit as syllables not understood by the speaker. These arethe ways
glossolaiaisbeing used both in the Bible and by modern scholars.

THE MANIFESTATIONOFTHE SPIRITINACTS?2

Inthe New Testament, the L ord Jesus promised to send the Comforter in John 14:16-17,
apromisewhichwasto fulfill Joel'sprophecy of theformer and later rain (Jod 2:23, 28).
Jesuswas only re-echoing that prophecy and Hislast wordstoHisdiscipleswere"But ye
shdll receive power, after that the Holy Ghost iscomeupon you: and yeshall bewitnesses
unto mebothin Jerusalem, andinal Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
theearth” (Act 1:8). Itison thisnotethat we base our premiseto say that the Holy Spirit
whichwas promised waslater poured out on the disciplesontheday of Pentecost. However,
itisthemanifestation of the Holy Spirit that isthefocusof thisstudy. In discussing the
manifestation, Hasal (1994) opinesthat the celestia visitation whichwasnot only audible
but visiblewas characterized by the rushing wind and thetongues of firewhich rested on
the heads of the disciplesareemblemsof theHoly Spirit.

Thisfact isechoed by Witherington (1998), but he commentsthat thoseemblems
may not have been real wind or fire, because L uke saysin Actsthat they were"like".
Whether or not thisistrue, the Bible givesthat theseemblemsand its manifestationwasa
quick reaction or agpontaneousgift of speakingintongues(cf. Acts10:46, 19:6). Grudem
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(1994) gatesthat the manifestation of the Holy Spirit wasnot limited to speskingintongues,
but to miracles, preaching and variouskindsof ministry. Thismanifestationispermanent
and it comes sometimesin different manifestations. Witherington (1998) statesthisby
saying that "aperson who aready hasbeenfilled with the spirit can receiveafreshfilling
for some specific task or proclamation.” From the above, it can be garnered that the
manifestation of theHoly Spirit wasseenintwo emblemsasfireandwind. WhiletheHoly
Spiritispresentinanindividud, theindividua can besaidto possesscertaingiftswhich are
given on Hisbestowal, such gifts as speaking in tongues, preaching, prophecy, just to
mention afew. Thevariouswaysand meansinwhich glossolaiawere manifestedinthe
Bible, and reasonsfor each manifestation (The Holy BibleActs 2:1-13) isexamined.
FromtheaccountinActs2, Lukesgnificantly showsthat theimmediate effect of theHoly
Spirit'scoming onthediscipleswasglossolalia, that is, speaking in different |languages.
Barnes(Nd) arguesthat they werefilled by theHoly Spirit, that isto say, they wereunder
Hiscontrol, influence and power and as the Spirit gave them utterance. Barnes (Nd)
opinesthat thediscipleswere actualy speaking intongueswhen he statesthat:
"It is possible that some of them might have been partially acquainted
with the Greek and Latin, as both of them were spoken among the
Jews to some extent; but there is not the slightest evidence that they
were acquainted with the languages of the different nations afterwards
specified”.
Hecontinuesfurther in hiscommentary and States some points concerning thisphenomenon
inActs2. Thesepointsinclude:
1 Thisability was predicted in the Old Testament, (Isaiah 28:11), "With another
tongue will he speak tothispeople.”
2. It was predicted by the Lord Jesusthat they should havethis power (Mark 16:17),
"Thesesignsshal follow them that believe--they shall speak with new tongues.”
3. Theability todoit existed extensively and long inthechurch. 1 Co 12:10-11, " To
another diverse kindsof tongues; to another theinterpretation of tongues:. but all
theseworketh that one and the self same Spirit;"

4. It wasvery important that they should be endowed with thispower intheir great
work.
5. Onedesignwasto establish thegospel by meansof miracles. Yet nomiraclecould

be morestriking than the power of conveying their sentimentsat onceinto all the
languages of the earth. Whenitisremembered what ad ow and toilsome process
itistolearnaforeigntongue, thiswould beregarded by the heathen asone of the
most striking miracleswhichwereever wrought inthe establishment of the Chrigtian
faith (I Corinthian 14:22,24-25).

6. Theredity and certainty of thismiracleisstrongly attested by theearly triumphs
of thegospel. That the gospel wasearly spread over all theworld, and that, too,
by the Apostles of Jesus Christ, by men of Galilee, isthe clear testimony of all
history. They preached itinArabia, Greece, Syria, Asa, Persig, Africaand Rome.
Yet how could thishave been effected without amiracul ous power of spesking the
languagesusedin al those places?
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Matthew Henry (Nd) who seesthismanifestation asamiracle saysthat theimmediate
effect of the outpouring of theHoly Spirit was speakingin tongues. He observesthat “they
began to speak with other tongues, besidestheir native language, though they had never
learned any other. They spoke not from any previousthought or meditation, but asthe
Spirit gavethem utterance; hefurnished themwith thematter aswell asthelanguage” . He
assumesthat their conversation was not common but heavenly, "they spoke not mattersof
common conversation, but theword of God, and the praises of Hisname, asthe Spirit
gavethem utterance, substantial and weighty sayings, worthy to be had inremembrance’.
Hefurther assertsthat those who spoke thoselanguages were a so able to understand.

Concerning the nature of the tongues, Hasel (1994) has a different opinion.
Attributing it asagift, he statesthat thisgift isnot alearned experience but rather agift of
theHoly Spirit. Hegoesfurther to state that the term " apophtheggesthai” was used by
L uketo explain the manner in which this glossolaliaoccurred. It meansto speak out
clearly and with emphasis, or boldly. Hasel (1994) also statesthat “tongues’” wasalso
used to explainlanguages, and that thedisci plesactudly spokeother languages asevidenced
inActs 2:7 where the people were amazed that othersforeign to their language were
spoken and made sense. Consequently, there should beapurposefor providing thisgift of
the speaking intongues. The purposeof thegift of tongueswasto providethecommunicators
meansof evangdization of theworld through the proclamation of thegospd ...thegiftsof
tonguesasmanifested through the Holy Spirit reved sthat by meansof thisaudiblegift of
communication, the church hasbecomeworldwide (Hasel, 1994).

InActs10:46, another manifestation of speaking intonguesisseen. Infact, itisthe
third timeit ismentioned after Mark 16 and Acts 2. AsPeter was preaching inthe house
of Corndius, theHoly Spiritfell on Corndliusand hishousehold and they started speaking
intongues. ThisphenomenoninActs 10isseen by Hasel (1994) asasemblancetothatin
Acts2. Bothinbestowd and nature of itseffect, therefore, he proposessomelinksbetween
thesetwo phenomena:

Both groupswerebelievers.

TheHoly Spirit fell suddenly on both groups.

Both groups experienced the same outward manifestation of speaking intongues.
Both groups spoke for God and what he had done.

Both groupsfunctionin mgjor citiesinwhich therewere populationsof differing
languagebarriers.

Asfor the purpose, Hasel (1994) statesthat the bestowal of thisgift upon the Gentiles
"served asanirrefutable outward sign for Jewish Christians of God's acceptance of the
Gentileson an equal basis, especially sincethe Holy Spirit was bestowed on believers
only". Thisfactisalso supported by Matthew Henry (Nd) who statesthat the six, who
were Peter, were astonished at the bestowal of the Holy Spirit on the Gentiles asthey
were not circumcised or even baptized yet, but God gavethisto break barriers. For the
third time, speskingintonguesappear inActs19:1-6. ThistimeasHasd (1994) mentions,
isin Ephesusacity in AsiaMinor not in Palestine or Jerusalem with Paul asthe key
personal experience. Paul had visited Ephesusoncein hismissionary journey but onthis

akhowbdE
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one, he baptized them and after helaid hishandsupon the believersthere, they received
theHoly Spirit, spokein tonguesand prophesied anew gift (Acts19:1-6). Thisaccount is
similar to the onein Acts 10 where the bestowal of the Holy Spirit came through an
apostle. Here, Paul layshishand and asMatthew Henry mentionsit, hepraysfor theHoly
Spirit. Theonly differencethat should be mentioned hereisthat they prophesied. Thisis
quiteexplained by Henry who notesthat "they had the Spirit of prophesy, that they might
understand the mysteriesof the kingdom of God themselves, and the gift of tongues, that
they might preach themto every nationand language”. Heearlier explainsthat it wasgiven
tothetwevewhich Paul found asaway to preparethem for ministry. Astothisphenomenon,
Hasel (1994) affirms that the prophecy and speaking in tongues were not ecstatic
experiences as suggested in modern Christianity today. Having quite explained this, one
questionthat may till beleft is, doesthe manifestation of theHoly Spirit lwaysinvolve
gpeaking in tongues as seen inthethreeinstances given above?

GLOSSOLALIAASEVIDENCE FOR THE BESTOWAL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
Thereisproof to statethat an effect or evidencethat followsthe outpouring of the Holy
Spiritisgpeakingintongues. One can stateemphatically that withtheaccountsinActs 2,
10and 19, glossoldiaisan evidenceto show the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Thisfactis
echoed in charismatic churchesand experienceswhether trueor fa searetold. Noorbergen
(1973) teIsof astory of anotable M ethodist minister who left hiscongregation for three
daysand on return was accosted by achurch member who confessed that the evidence of
the bestowal of theHoly Spirit was speaking in tongues (they had beenin prayer for the
outpouring of theHoly Spirit during the three days of hisabsence and peoplewho were
receiving theHoly spirit spokeintongues). Thereluctant preacher laid hishand onthelady
and offered asmple prayer whichwasfollowed by a"follow of syllables’ which neither of
them understood. In dealing with thisknotty paradox, Hasel (1994) emphatically states
that "the New Testament lacks support for the contention that the evidencefor the bestowal
of theHoly spiritisspeakingintongues. He supportsthese argumentsby looking at the
following scenarios. the 3,000 who were baptized at Pentecost (Acts2:41), the Ethiopian
Eunuch (Acts8:38-39), Peter before the Sanhedrin (Acts4:8), and Stephen beforethe
Sanhedrin (Acts7:55).

Peopleareof theopinion that peekingintonguesmeantalking withangels, spesking
inalanguage not known by the speaker or they are heavenly languages. Well, to answer
thisquestion, What about glossoldiatoday? It isevident to makeasummary of thewhole
argument stated in thisresearch asit concernsthebook of Acts. Beforethat, Noorbergen's
(1973) ideaonwhat glossolaialooksliketoday will bevery helpful. Heidentifiestheuse
of speaking intonguestoday in hissecond book of glossolaliaasgibberish. Gibberish
means an incoherent, non-intelligible speech, aseriesof noninterpreted glossal noises,
not languages, unknown to hearers and even speakers, aheavenly language. Asagainst
glossolalia, to him, peopl e tried making adistinction between glossolaliaand anormal
language. Inhisopinion, glossoladiawhichisaspiritud utterance by theHoly Spirit comes
without rules, not from one's mind but from the Holy Spirit'smind. But onthe contrary,
Noorbergen (1973) noticesthat people placed the native tongue as humanly propelled. It
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isfrom the mind, words are made by choice, inflections and statements colour one's
personality. On the other hand Hasel (1994) noticesthat glossolaliaisattached to the
pentecostalistsand charismatistswho seeglossolaliaasa™non-ordinary speech behavior
that isingdtitutionaized asardigiousritua in numerouswestern and non-westernreligious
communities’ . Healso noticesthat speaking intongues came asaresult of studying the
Bible concerning the subject of tongues; aresult will beglossolalia, or anunintelligible
speech. From theforte of thisresearch, it isexpedient to note that glossolaliahas been
misunderstood; therefore, the philosophy of speakingin tongues based on the ubiquity of
theaboveiscontrary to what the bibleteaches. Toreact tothis, looking at the summary of
thisresearch will bevery important.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Glossoldiawhichisused to describe speaking in tonguesisadgift of theHoly Spirit. The
Holy Spirit waspromised by Jesusin Mark 16:17 and was manifested in Acts. Speaking
intonguesisoneof thegiftsof theHoly Spirit which asoincludesprophecy. Glossoldiais
an audible and understandabl e sign of foreign languageto the speaker but understood by
the audience, not agibberish or un-intelligible, ecstatic sounds. Thisgift waspromisedin
the context of evangelismasseeninActs 2. ItsmanifestationsinActs10and 19 area
symbol of acceptance of thegentile community. Spesking intonguesasagift of the Spirit
isnot givento every believer whoreceivesthe Holy Spirit, it could be prophecy or another
gift. Based onthestrength of thefindingsof thisresearch, itisunequivoca that the philosophy
which assumes speaking in tongues asthe evidencethat the Holy Spirit has been bestowed
onabdieverishasdess. Itisthereforevery essentia that every Christianisawareof this
and study the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Hisgiftsand their relevancetoday.
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