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ABSTRACT

Nigeria as a heterogeneous society has been bedeviled by ethno-religious
conflicts with devastating human and material losses since the country return to
democratic rule in 1999. The first of its kinds is the emergence of ethnic militia
forces namely Odua Peoples Congress (OPC), Egbesu Boys, Bakassi Boys and
Arewa People's Congress (OPC) and of lately is Boko Haram. Security isevidently
the pillar upon which meaningful development could be achieved and sustained.
The devel opment stridesin most Western Capitalist Sates that place premiumon
security lend credenceto thisassertion. Whilst Nigeria is endowed with abundant
resources, negligence and challenges of insecurity appear to have threatened
civil regime and retards development. This study concludes among others that
Nigeria can achieve sustainable development when all individuals partner
security agencies in providing security for a sustainable national devel opment
in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION

After decadesof military dictatorship, in May 1999, Nigeriareturnedto civil rulewith
fresh hopes and latent optimism. The fresh optimism is predicated on the fact that
democracy would guarantee and promotefreedom, liberty, and devel opment and enhances
security of livesand property whichwoul dindeed reposition devel opment and sustainability.
But alas, this optimism appearsto be amirage or dream. Today, the country’s nascent
democracy isbeing threatened by rampant crimesand unprecedented campaign of terror
suchthat in south, civil unrest threastens safety and stability, to the east, gangswho kidnap
expatriatesfor ransom liewaiting on theroads, in barsand citiesand to the north, the
Islamic terrorist group called Boko Haram is growing both in number and brutality.
Arguably, cons derable progress has been achieved in the areas of freedom of speech and
liberty but seriesof resource based conflict inthe Niger Delta, ethno-religiouscrisisin Jos
and communal conflictspersisted. Theclimax of these security threatsistheinsurgence of
agroup called Boko Haraminthe Northern Nigeria. The concept of security isanimportant
ingredient tothesurviva of human society either inthemodern or primitivesocieties. The
need for security necessitated thesocial contract inwhich peoplewillingly or voluntarily
surrendered their rightsto an organ (government) who overseesthe survival of al. From
time immemorial, issues relating to security tend to occupy the centre stage in the
development discourse. Withtheend of cold war in 1991, there have being attemptsto
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shift conceptuaization of security from astate-centric perspectiveto abroader view that
places premium onindividuals, in which human security embodies elementsof nationa
security. Human rightsand nationa development thereforeremainsmajor barometer for
explaining the concept. In thiswork, it is espoused that attempts have been made to
deepen and widen the concept of security from the level of the statesto societiesand
individualsand from military to non-military issues (Krahmann, 2003). Mgjorly, two
contending pergpectivestendto providethebas sfor the conceptudization of human security.
Oneisaneo-redis theoretical framework, whichispredicated onthe primacy and centrdity
of statein conceptualizing security. It tendsto explain security from the standpoint of Sate
primary respongbility.

Within thiscontext, Buzan (1991) arguesthat the straitjacket militaristic approach
to security that dominated thediscourseduring thecoldwar as* Smpleminded’ subsequently
led to the underdevel opment of the concept. For him, human security includespolitical,
economic, socid and environmentd threatsincluding thosethat aremilitaritic. Thus, Buzan
(1991) illustrates atripartite concept analysis of security based oninternational system,
satelevel andindividua level but submitted that sovereign statesshould remainthemost
effective security provider. The second approach isapostmodernist or pluralist view that
seeksto digplacethe stateasamajor provider of security but rather placesgreater emphasis
on non-state actors. Advocates of thisapproach tend to argue that the concept of security
goesbeyond amilitary determination of threats. According to Booth (1994), governments
must no longer be the primary referents of security because governments which are
supposed to bethe guardians of peoples security haveinstead becomethe primary source
of insecurity for the many peoplewho live under their sovereignty. Asaresult, Booth
(1994) further arguesthat human security isultimately moreimportant than State security.
Concurring Booth’s (1994) position, Nwabueze (1989) positsthat economic security of
theindividual should be of far greater concern to the government and soci ety than the
security of thestate.

Thus, some scholars seem to place emphasis on absence of threat to acquire
values or tendenciesthat would undermine national cohesion and peace ascriteriafor
determining what security connotes (Wolfis 1962 ascited in Oche 2001). In hisview,
David (2006) citied in Igbuzor (2011) positsthat security isthe condition or feeling of
safety from harm or danger, the defense, protection and the absence of threatsto acquire
values. Security isabsence of danger, the defense, protection and the absence of threatsto
acquirevalues, in subjective sense, the absence of fear that such valueswill be attacked
(Wolfers, 1962). In spiteof itsconceptual complexities, the understanding of theterm
showsthat security isvital for national cohesion, peace and sustainable development.
Thus

“ Security has to do with freedom from danger or with threats to a

nation’s ability to protect and develop itself, promote its cherished

values and legitimate interests and enhance the well being of its people.

Thus, internal security could be seen as the freedom from or the

absence of those tendencies which could undermine internal cohesion

and the cooperate existence of the nation and its ability to maintain its
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vital ingtitution for the promotion of its core values and socio-political

and economic objectives, as well as meet the legitimate aspirations of

the people. Internal security also implies freedom from danger to life

and prosperity” (Oche 2001).
Itisapparent from the foregoing that national security isasine quanon for economic
growth and devel opment of any country (Oladeji and Folorunso 2007). Security seemsto
becritica inthelifeof any nation asit attractsand propel sdevel opment. Thisstudy therefore
looksat insecurity asthegreatest challengefor Nigeria snational devel opment and proffer
theway forward.

Development

The concept of development seemsto bein astate of flux sincethe end of the Second
World War. Inthe early 1940s, theideol ogical difference between the Socialist East and
the Capitalist West gppearsto haveinfluenced the meaning and the conceptuali zation of
theterm. Ake (2001) arguesthat ideol ogy of development itself becameaproblem for
development because of the conflict between itsmanifest and latent functions. At thetime
when devel opment seemsto be conceived asthe outcome of economic growth, many
theorists as Rostow (1952) and Harrod and Damar (1957), among others proposed
mode sof development, generdly identifying structura changes, savingsand investments
as the source of economic development and growth (Otto and Ukpere 2012). The
assumptionwasthat economic growthwould generatefund for invesment andinfrastructurd
development that woul d guarantee better living condition of people.

Thus, towards the end of the 1970s it appears that economic growth in most
devel oping and underdevel oped societiesespecialy inthe Latin Americaand Africado
not provide corresponding socid goods. Evidently, economic growth could not sufficiently
addressthe spate of unemployment, poverty, diseases, hunger, andilliteracy and over
increasing crimesand wars. Rodney (1972), Nnoli (1981) and Ake (2001) haveargued
that development ismultifaceted and indeed centred on man. For Nnaoli (1981), devel opment
could beseen asadidectica phenomenoninwhichtheindividua and the society interact
with their physical, biologica and inter-human environment transforming them for own
betterment and that of humanity at large. The conception of development accordingto
Okolie (2009) pointedly improves man'’s potential s and capacities and subsequently
eliminatesand/or reducespoverty, penury, inequdity, unemployment and generdly enhances
thecondition of human existence and sdlf-reproduction. Development therefore, could be
seen asthe process of empowering peopleto maximizether potentialsand the ability to
exploit natureto meet daily human needs. It can aso be seen asaprocessby which quality
of human lives and capacity to surmount or overcome daily needs are considerably
improved. Sincetheend of the cold war, security and devel opment concerns have been
increasngly interlinked (Chandler 2007). Infact no sustainable devel opment can beachieved
intheamosphereof conflicts, crissand war and Nigeriaisnot an exception. Unarguably,
security and devel opment aretwo different concepts but tend to affect each other making
both conceptsinseparableand interwined.
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Historical Evolution of BokoHaram in Nigeria

Book Haramisaredligious|damic sect that cameinto limelight in 2002. The presence of
theradical 1slamic sect wasfirst reported in Kanama (Yobe State) and also in Gwoza
(Bornogtate). “ BokoHaram” whichintheloca Hausalanguage means™ Western education
isforbidden” officidly cdl itsef Jama atul Alhul Sunnah Liddawati wal Jhad whichmeans
“people committed to the propagation of the prophet’ steachingsand Jihad” (Mechanand
Specier 2011). Beyond religiousexplanation, Boko Haram could be arguably described
asa‘homegrown’ terrorist group that romanceswith some desperate politiciansinthe
North (Adagba; Ugwu and Eme, 2012). It appearsthat the sect enjoyseffective support
fromwell-to-doindividuds, religious|eaders, admirersof their ideology and highly placed
politiciansintheNorthwho claimto be Nigeriansbut are clandernstinely working against
thestate. For instance, it wasobserved that itisno longer asect of idamic fanaticsbut has
the support of disgruntled politiciansand their paid thugs (Adagbam, Ugwu and Eme,
2012). Recently, revelationsand security investigationsinto the activitiesof the sect affirm
that the group isa so sponsored from within the country. Thisissimultaneoudy transpired
within the period when aserving senator fromtheNorthisontria for aiding theactivities
of Boko Haram. Thus, asenior official of Boko Haram allegedly granted aninterview
detailing how the sect had been on the payroll of afew governorsof the North (Adagba,
Ugwu and Eme, 2012).

The Causesof BokoHaram in Nigeria

The causes of Boko Haramin Nigeriaare explained differently by different people but
convergent viewsor factorsare:

Bad Governance/L eader ship: One of the mgjor determinants of devel opment (socid,
economic, palitical, cultura and religious) inany society isgood governance. Thecommon
denominator of most theoretical explanationsof state collapseisbad governance. Thus,
the promotion of good governance has becomeacritical pillar of development policy
(Akude, 2007). According to World Bank (1992) and most other United Nations
institutions viewed the concept governance as connoting the manner in which power is
exercised inthemanagement of acountry’ ssocio-economic and political devel opment. It
thereforefollowsthat there cannot be good governance without good |eadership. One
begetsthe other. Leadership impliesinfluencing changeinthe society and that leadersare
often looked upon to direct, control and protect the interests of the group under them.
Sadly, sinceindependence, Nigerian state has been bedeviled with bad |eadership. The
effect hasbeen an uncaring society characterized by pyramida patron-client relationsthat
haveleft the society deeply fragmented and factionalized (Aiyede, 2005). Thepoint here
isthat thenorthern political leadershave not beenresponsive, purposeful and focused with
respect to the holistic development of the Northern region.

Absence of massliterateyouth: Most political elitesinthenorth feel very reluctant to
provide quality Western education to their citizen so that they will continueto manipulate
them. At best, the youths are subjected to study Quran and Arabiclanguage. Thisisnot
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totally bad but that the system makesthem to be narrow minded and unableto enjoy a
broader perspective of issuesin thiscontemporary times. Thestate existsfor theexercise
of the qualitieswhich make men good citizens, good men of science and philosophers
(Appadorai, 1968). In other words, the State, through itsleaders, ismeant to servethe
interest of itspeopleand wherethisfails, thecitizenscanrevolt asit ishappeningin north-
east geo-political zone of Nigeria. AsAtiku (2011) opines*“poor governance, among
other issues, isthe cause of therising wave of insecurity in Nigeria. What kind of society
arewe building when about 80percent of school age children in the north-east and some
part of north-west are not in school ? Our energies should be channeled on what needsto
be done urgently “ enforcerules, val uethe people, show fairnessand equity and assist and
protect themost needy and vulnerable’.

Roleof the Elite: Theelitein Nigeriahave promoted religiousviolence. Theseelite,
according to Joseph (1999) represents essentially capitalist who depend on the state
machinery for survival. They are also amajor player in the ethno-religious gamefor
exploitation and manipul ation of thenon-dlite, usudly directed towardspersond ditegroup
interests, which mostly promotedivision and hatred among peoplein pluralistic societies
(Ctite, 1999). Thesedite use ethnic and religious sentimentsto achievetheir political and
socio-economic goals. In many other instances, the elite often sponsor ethno-religious
violenceinorder to dter or destabilizethepalitical system or causereligiousdisharmony in
thepolity. Mogt often, particularly sincetheinception of thefourth republicinthecountry,
thenorthern youthsare mainly used (or employed) aspolitica toolsto wagewar against
other political opponents but only to be dumped when the coast isclear. Thus, asenior
officia of Boko Haram alegedly granted aninterview detailing how the sect had beenon
the payroll of afew governorsof the north (Adagba, Ugwu and Eme, 2012).

Poverty: Theeconomic crisisin Nigeriasincethe 80s has created the problem of acute
poverty. According to Obateru (1994), poverty gpparently accountsfor the bulk of violence
dueto problemssuch asemployment; inadequate housing, physical and socid infrastructure.
Corroborating thisfact, Cherian (2002) observesthat the serious economic difficulties
that the country has been facing many yearshaveled to themushrooming of Christianand
Mudimfanatics, asthousands of young uneducated and unemployed men havefallen easy
prey toreligiousbigotry. Smilarly, Diamond (1992) arguesthat mass poverty isabreeding
ground for extension of religious, ethnic and class consciousness. Itisatruismthat the
current depressioninthe Nigeriaeconomy hasrendered many citizens, especially youths,
idleand almost hope ess; hencethey have becomeinstrumentsof manipulation by theelite
for ethnic, politica and rdigiousuprisnginthecountry.

RdigiousFanaticism: Thisisaviolent and unreasoning religiousenthusiasm or inability
of religious adherentsto harmonize between the theories and the practical aspects of
religions(Balogun, 1988). Religiousfanatics often show excessiveand rational zeal to
defend their religionsand consequently become destructive agentsof religiousharmony in
the country. Some Christians, Muslimsand traditional worshippersin Nigeriaareat one
stage or another motivated by fanaticism to perpetuatereligiousviolence.
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Aggressive Preaching: By thiswemean an offensive or coercive approach to conversion
and propagation of one' sreligions. Militant preaching occurswhen any religiousgroup or
individual preacher within that group set out to convert those they consider infidelsor
pagansto their own religiousbeliefs. This practiceiscommon among some adherents of
scripturd religious, becausethey arebuilt on evangelism. InNigeria, some Christiansand
Musdlimshave embarked on coercive preaching which haveresulted in violent religious
conflicts

Corruption: Thisisalso one of the causes of the menace called Boko Haram. When
money that issupposed to be used to better society aswell asimprovefacilitiesthat add to
thequality of livesof thecitizensfindsitsway into the pocketsand pursesof thegoverning
few; thereisbound to be problem. All formsof social vices such askidnapping, robbery,
militancy have bearingwith afedling of chest. Corrupt practicestherefore makethosewho
feel cheated to resort to unholy acts as protest. A wicked house boy who isunableto
match hiswicked master strength with strength maimsthe master'sfavourite goat.

Why isBokoHaram aThreat to National Security in Nigeria?

To any responsi ble and peaceloving person whether asaNigerian citizen or non-citizen,
the sect called Boko Haramisaseriousthrest to national security in Nigeriain particular
andto theAfrican continent and to the global community asawhole. Boko Haram appears
to be adestructive tool with acosmetic pretension of being religious. The bombing of
NigeriaPolice Force Headquartersin Abujaon June 16, 2011, the UN houseinAbujaon
August 26, 2011 and other high profile bombing attest to thisassertion. Nigeriadoes not
seemto have suffered only economic setbacks caused by Boko Haram’s bombings but
a so suffersfrom the battered image and humanitarian disaster the group inflicted on her.
For instance, between July 27, 2009 and February 17, 2014, Boko Haram has
launched fifty three (53) attacksin which 11057 people were killed and hundreds of
peopleinjuredintheNorthern Nigeria. 1t becomesincreasingly unsafeand hascompelled
most non-indigenes of theregion to rel ocate especially thelgbos. The phobiaof being
attacked especidly incitieslike Kano, Kaduna, Maiduguri, Adamawa, Jalingo and Yola
wasresponsi blefor the exodus of peoplefrom the north to other parts of the country as
witnessed in thelast few months. Other ethnic groups seem to havefollowed suit inthe
exodus, whileeconomic activitiesin the north have drastically been reduced asaresult of
thiscrisis. Theresultant effect isthat the crisisisrather under-devel oping already under-
devel oped northern region and threatening Nigeria's prospect of joining the league of
highly developed countriesin 2020. Generally, Boko Haram'sactivitieshave perforated
the peace and tend to haveimpacted negatively on socio-economic development of Nigeria.
Lastly, theissue of Boko Haram reinforcesthe Nigerian civil war of 1970 of which a
section/region opted to break away from the corporate existence of Nigeria.

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thereisno doubt that security isabig chalengein Nigeria seffortstowards national
devel opment and Boko Haram insurgency has compounded theinsecurity Situationin
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Nigeria. Sincedafter thecivil war in 1970 and theannulment of June 12, 1993 presidential
election, Nigeria'ssecurity Situation hasbeen growing from bad toworseand worst since
theemergence of Boko Haramin 2002. Thisiscoupled with ethnic sentiments, political
desperation, favouritism and nepotism, ravage poverty among populace and inability of
theleadership to deliver the needed dividend of democracy. Tothisend, thereisthe need
for government and stakehol dersto exploredternative avenueto basically dia oguerather
than useforcetofind lasting sol ution to the security |apses and the menace of Boko Haram
if actually Nigeriawantsto develop. Thisisbecausethe use of force approach appearsto
have been inflaming the crisisand diverting attention from the fundamental i ssuesthat
nurture and propel stheinsurgence. Again, Nigerian leadersmust addressthe problem of
educational imbalance between the north and the south. This, according toAdebis (2002),
will help reducethe different rates of development between thetwo regions. Apart from
this, thegovernment must ensurethat the economy of the country ismore balanced while
emphasisfrom now on must be on actual production, not on the distribution of national
wealth. Another measure that deserves to be mentioned here is the state sponsored
programme of mass education and enlightenment and the effortsto enthronewhat Hackett
and Oluponna (1991) describeas*civil religious’. In thisrespect, an agency of mass
mohbilization shoul d be set up and maintained to educate the popul ace on dangersof religious
bigotry, in order to address what the Political Bureau had identified as“low level of
consciousness’ of thevast maority of the peoplewhich rendered them vulnerabletothe
fraudulent manipulations of politiciansand other elitegroupsinthesociety (MAMSER,
1991). Thereistheneed for inter-agency collaboration among security agenciesaswell as
the involvement of more groups beyond uniformed forces, with the adoption of the
community policing philosophy and respect for human rights. The Nigerian government
should establish specia forceto counter terrorism of Boko Haram caliber aswell asopen
aviablechannd for information sharing between thegovernment agenciesandtheindividuas
or private security outfits because security iseverybody’sresponsibility. The Federal
government should decisively takethe bull by the horn to stop the wanton destruction of
innocent livesand property of Nigeriansparticularly inNorthern Nigeria. Thiswill helpto
guaranteethesurvival of Nigeria snascent democracy. Findly, theongoing fight against
corruption should be sustained and measuresthat will make successive government to
continuewith the operation eradicate corruption in Nigeriaingtituted.
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