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ABSTRACT

This paper seeksto contextualize the political and economic factorsin therise of
the phenomenon of Boko Haramin Nigeria. It argued that Boko Haramrepresents
a very complex matrix of both domestic and international dimensions that have
also fueled extremism by Non-State Agencies (NSAs) in Nigeria since the 1980s.
This paper demonstrates how 'political elites' have used 'religion’ to increased
'bargaining power' and 'political space’, as well as compete for access to 'state
power', in the light of the incidences of 'state failure' and 'alienation in Nigeria.
The paper further holds that Boko Haram represents the realities, exigencies,
intricacies and extricacies of the nature of politics in the neo colonial Nigerian
Sate, i.e. the politics of violence and the violence of politics by the elite class. To
this end, this paper recommends among others that good governance,
accountability, transparency and equity would restore governmental legitimacy.
Keywords: State Failure, Elite-Class Competition, Alienation, Boko Haram,
Violence

INTRODUCTION
Nigeria, viewed from many angles, isimportant in any discussion of violence emanating
fromreligiousradicalization. For along time, conflicts associated with the express on of
radica religiousviewsin Nigeriahave been explained with referenceto broader issueslike
the nature of the country'sethno-religiousdivision, thefluidity of itssocio-economicand
palitical structureand thewaysbothissuesunder-pin politicsand governancein thecountry.
At the heart of the problem are political questionsabout the allocative efficiency of the
date; the control of economic resources, and the monopolization of political and economic
power. Tothisend, the strugglefor accessleadsto constantly shifting aliances, whichin-
turn contributesto palitica ingtahility, strengthening of ethnicand commund ties, and wastage
of resources by theruling class (Mustapha, 1995). The problemliesinhow religionis
ingrumentad inpolitics... and how politicsiserratically constructed to servetheegoistical
interest of the country'sruling and governing elite. The national bourgeoisieisrelatively
divided by sectarian differences. Asaresult, state power and structures are susceptibleto
prebendalism and neo-patrimoniaism, defined asahigh degree of personalizedrule, in
which theruling and governing elites, are able to extract and redistribute patrimonial
resourcesaong regiond, ethnic, religiousand familid linesin order to consolidate political
power and ensureregime survival. Accessto power involvesbothrational andirrational
game-play, including, but not limited to, the use and threat of violence, extortion, and
outright plunder. Thisreality ismanifested in the nature of Nigeria'spost colonial state
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system, particularly the capture and control of state power by self-centered, if divided,
politica class, that srategicaly usesrdigionand politicsto dividethe peopleand consolidate
and extend itscontrol over resourcesand power in Nigeria'semerging capitalist formation
(Tar and Shettima, 2010). Again, part of thefailure of therecycling dlite, or what we have
termed "insufficiency of ditecompetition” hasled to struggleamong ethnic-nationaities
(Agarah, 2009) and religious bigotsfor accessto positionsthat control 'political power'
and 'economic resources. However, thefailureto open up the accessway for 'new elite
by the old oneshasdriven many frustrated would be 'dite’, who feeling alienated, to acts
that areinimical to the continued well being of the society (Agarah, 2009).

Clearly, competition among the elitesfor accessto 'state power' often leadsto
actsof violence, terrorism and conflict. The monopolization of the political terrain and
scene, to the exclusion of 'new aspirants, has no doubt produced the huge syndrome of
insufficiency of 'elite’ competition (Agarah, 2009), with implicationsfor democracy,
development, and stability. Bethat asit s, thislatter argument of elite-classcompetition
and strugglefor accessfeedsrobustly and nicely into thewider decadent societa deprivation,
marginalization and alienation whichin turn hasencouraged the mobilization of ethnic,
religiousand other primordid sentimentsthrough mohbilization, manipulaion and propaganda
to concoct and crestetheright conditionsand nursery bed for grooming and nurturing the
riseand resurgence of Frankenstein monstrousand radical militant Ilamist group, Boko
Harm. Thestrugglefor political power inAfrica, asin Nigeria, exemplified by thedlite-
classcompetition, haveinfact entailed to the manipulation of religioussymbolsand beliefs,
of both Iam and Christianity (Kempkey, nd) by ‘political actors.

Theseactorsseeking politica influenceand other officeshaveusaedrdigiontogain
legitimacy (Kempkey, nd) and ascendancy. Therelevanceof thispoint for the contemporary
African state, and particularly Nigeriaisimportant. For whenthedlite-classbelieved that
their positionsarethreatened, they fall back onthe'rdigiouselement’, 'emphasizing vaues
and 'religiousdifferences in their attempt to draw sympathy from those of their ‘original
faith' (Kempkey, nd). And cashinginonthereticent chorusesof indignation, discontentment,
disenchantment, disillusionment, aienation, marginaization, excluson and anger, aready
built, overtime, behind therestive socid forcesasaresult of extreme poverty, globdization
and marginaization which crestesother excruciating frictionsand crises, aswell asother
extremities, therehasbeen arelease of adelugeof disillusionment and discontentment of
pent-up-anger, mostly ventilated through extreme ethno-religious conflictsand violence
withthemobilization of theformation of ‘pseudo identities, manipulated dong primordia
linesto suit politicians and conflict entrepreneurs. Thus, the context of therise of the
phenomenon of Boko Haram can be situated within the climeof aconcoction of acomplex
matrix of aninteractivetrinity of: 'State Failure, Elite-Classcompetition’ and 'Alienation’
inNigeria It must be mentioned herethat, the elite-classthrough its continued contrived,
scheming, conniving and manipul ativetendencieseither, 'secured' the'services of existing
cultsand gangsor facilitated theformation of new onesto attain their el ectoral objectives
(Ukiwo, 2011).
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CONTEXTUALIZING AND EXPLICATING STATE FAILURE IN
NIGERIA AS ENABLERS OF BOKO HARAM
Statefalurereferstotheimploson of the state by whichismeant twothings. Thefirstisthe
transformation of the stateinto an instrument of predation. Asstatesfail, politicianshad
employed political power tolevy resourcesfromthosewho lack it. Rather than deploying
the power of the state to enhance security, thosein power usethe stateto promotetheir
owninterests, rendering othersinsecure (Bate, 2008). A statefailswhereit sufferstheloss
of physical control of itsterritory; itsmonopoly on thelegitimate use of force; theerosion
of itslegitimate authority to make collective decisions; aninability to providereasonable
public services; and theinability to interact with other statesasafull member of the
International Community. The 2007 Failed State Index (FSI) complied by the Fund for
Peace and Foreign Policy Magazine, identified theseindicators of afailed stateand then
ranked the nations of theworld fromthosemost toleast likely fail based oningtitutional
corruption, criminality, theability of agovernment to regul ate the economy and collect
taxes, internd displacement of citizen, sharp economic dedline, group grievances, inditutiona

discrimination, theemigration of theintelligentsia, and the state of the ecol ogy.

Nigeria, an oil - rich country with thelargest population in Africaand atop-20
economy, wasranked 17th most likely tofail onthelist of 148 countriesstudied for the
2007 Failed StateIndex (FSI). Theareasof greatest concernfor Nigeriaincluded: uneven
economic and social development, afailureto address group grievances as manifested
through an activeinsurgency, and aperceived lack of government legitimacy. The Failed
State Index researchers concludethat State Failure, such asthat considered possiblein
Nigeria, can be catastrophic based on asingleincident or may betheresult of along
period of declineinwhich thegovernment can nolonger govern or providefor itspeople.
State Failureresultsinanincreasein therise of suppressed nationalism, ethnicor religious
violence, humanitarian disasters, mgor catalytic regiond crises, and the spread of dangerous
weapons. In short, failed states are adanger not only to their own people, but also their
regiona neighbours, and in ahighly globalized world, they areaprobable danger tothe
world economy and thevital interestsof other nations(Kinnal et d, 2011). Inthe absence
of apandemic, il spill, or earthquake, national collapse and statefailure are often the
result of aculmination of acascadeof failuresin critica areasrequired to build and maintain
ahealthy nation. These paths are often inter-twined; theloss of one or many canrob a
nation of itsidentity and speed the processof failure (Kinnd et al, 2011).

Asthedate hasfailed to performitscritical roles, citizensand communitieshave
resigned themselvesto providing thebasic socia servicessuch aswater and e ectricity for
themselves, at |east most of thetime. Thereisahugeinsecurity of livesand property
because of high violent crimerates. Neighbourhoods and communities providetheir own
security and safety, sometimes by hiring ethnic militiagroup members. Deepening poverty
and lack of state support havefrustrated citizensand driven someto crime. Many have
alsojoined social enclaves based on religious fundamentalism, cultism, and banditry,
primordia enclavessuch ascommund, ethnic, religiousand regiona groups, and political
enclavessuch aspatronageand violent networksin search of platformsfor social assstance

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance, Vol. 3, No. 3, Dec. 2012 83



(Ikelegbe pp.133-134). The palitics of exclusion and the use of the state mainly to
demonstrate and deprive excluded groups of political participation and benefits have
heightened ethnic nationalism, self determination strugglesand identity conflicts, and
produced ethnic militiassinalmog al regions, aswell asviolent and militia-based insurgency
...sincethelate 1990 (Ikelegbe p.134); sufficient toinduceresistance (Ikelegbep.138).
Thismilieuisthe context for, and the enabler(s) of the phenomenaof Boko Haramin
Nigeria

ELITE-CLASS COMPETITION, ALIENATION AND THE RISE OF THE
PHENOMENON OF BOKO HARAM IN NIGERIA

For the purpose of thiswork, we shd| explicatethe difference between classand élite, and
deploy theuse of both conceptsinterchangeably. There can be no classwithinaclass, but
thereareelitewithin aclass. Elite arise from the devel opment and formation of aclass
(Nkrumah 1970). Partly dueto the strong influence of Marxism and radical political-
economy perspectives, analysesof classidentity in Nigeriahavedivided theminto two
broad classes. First, isthedominant classor elite, which hasalso been varioudly referred
toastheruling (elite), thepolitical class(elite), the privileged class, and the hegemonic
class(elite). Second, isthe dominated classal so called the masses, the ordinary people,
and thenon-elite; termsthat described the urban segment asthe poor and underprivileged,
aswel| asthe peasantry whichisthecommon namefor rura dwellers. Theworking class,
whoseidentity isbuilt around |abour, condtitutesaspecid category of thedominated classes.
For along time, analyststalked of amiddle class, made up of the educated elite and the
privileged sdlariat - intelligentsia, bureaucrats, technocrats, and so on.

Today, the existence of this classisthe subject of adebate because, as some
argue, the middle class was wiped out by the regime of Structural Adjustment and
authoritarianism that encouraged massive brain drain and pauperized membersof theclass
(Osaghae and Suberu, 2005). Although class categoriesexit, it hasbeen argued that, in
term of consciousnessof bel onging to classesand acting onthat basis, classesarefragile
and underdevelopedin Nigeria. Thisexplainswhy theterm"dlite’ issometimepreferredto
"classes'. Itis, however, generally agreed that the Nigerian eliteisdivided along ethnic,
regiona andreligiouslines, and that thisisamajor factor in the underdevel opment of class
forces, including working class consciousness. The attachment to exclusive symbol s of
ethnicity weskensclassculturesaswell asdliteorgani zation and occupationa colleagueship.

Not with standing such structural weaknesses, both the elite and the non-elite
have proven capableof dlassbased mohilization and action, especidly whenthelr condtitutive
interestsarethreatened. However, itisnolesstruefor the political elitethat have closed
ranksat critical pointsto ensurethesurvival and stability of thestate. Thecircumstances
that led the military to hand over power to civilians, and specificaly toaYorubaPresident
in 1999, isacasein point (Osaghae and Suberu, 2005). Elitesareasmall, cohesiveand
privileged minoritieswhich arefound within ethnic groupsand classesthat often play critical
rolein ethnic mobilization. Elitescan also befoundinal thecritical sectorsof the society
such that one cantak of economic dlites, themilitary elite, the bureaucratic dites, and so
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on. Another significant point isthat elitesare aspirantsto, and competitorsfor political

power and privileges. Theditesaremastersof the ethnic game. For asociety likeNigeria
characterized by inequality among theregions and the various ethnic homelands, itisa
businessmade easy for theeliteswho aretheinterest bearers. They can aswell capitalize
on cultura differencesand differencesthat areimagined and not necessarily real (Egwu,

1999). Competition among elitefor possessive and accessto state power (Agarah p.29)

cameto beformed, and it cameto beformed not on the basis of production assuch, but
onthebasisof itscontrol of, and relationship with state power, and ultimately, onthebasis
of theexploitation of thispower toitsown ends(Tijani, 1989). Most of the present political

elitecandill tracetheir origintoformer republics, past military ruling class, and many il

professalegianceand political upbringingto old or dead political diteinabidto acquire
political acceptability: wherethese old political ditearenot seeking direct acquisition of

power, they are doing so through either installing their 'biological children' or ‘political

children'in positionsof power.

Theoutlook of the present political €itewho havefound themselvesin power is
consderably different, at |east when compared to nationalistswho were so cal led because
they were actualy nationalistic in their outlook. The present political eitewho are kept
aiveby ther recruitment from the nouveau riche class, have devel oped an aristocratic and
predatory view of their functionsand position, and thisisprimarily to loot thetreasury,
maketheir godfather happy, and generally to be served and not to serve. Theleveling
notion of democracy of theruled by theruler hasnot been apparent in Nigeria'sdemocracy,
rather therulersarevery sharply distinguished economically and socialy fromtheruled.
Inmost Western democracies, it isawayseasy for citizensand especialy therich onesto
exert some element of influence on the nature of decision made by the statewith beinga
visibleand activepalitical actor or participant.

Hence, recruitment into thedite-classisnot usualy accompanied by violenceand
visibleagitationsasitisin Nigeriabecause many avenues are opened to such apersonto
exert aninfluenceon politica lifesuch ascontrolling mediaof communicetion, by playing
acquaintancesinthehigher circlesof politics, by taking aprominent partintheactivitiesof
apressure group and advisory bodies of onekind or the other. A poor man hasnone of
these opportunitiesor access. He hasno relationship withinfluentia people, opportunities
of airing hisview inthemedia, haslittletimeor energy to devoteto politica activity and
perhapslittle opportunity to acquireathorough knowledgeof politica ideasor factsexcept
that which helearned from the streets. Thisaccountsfor, among many other reasons, for
theriseand prominencewhich ethnic militiasand thuggery haveacquired in our political
climate (Agarah, 2009). Wherethediteisclosed to 'new aspirants who wish admittance
and acceptance, their | atter presence and wish can befelt through creating aclimate of
political instability and chaos. The "area boys syndrome is not only an economic
phenomenon, itisalso away of attracting politica attentionto themsavesandtheir needto
be heed by thepalitica dlite. InNigeria, thepolitica diteclassisaclosed onethat regulates
strictly who to admit, and who not to admit, thereby, making it necessary for new aspirants
tothisclasstoresort to drastic acts (Agarah, 2009).
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Nnoli (1980) however, arguesthat in competition for national resources, thevarious
regional factions of the privileged classes employ both institutionalized and non-
institutionalized meansto limit competition in favour of onefaction or acombination of
factions... Violenceisanother non-institutionalized method of such competition, and of
changing inter ethnic stratification’ (Nnoli, 1980). Similarly, Arthur Nwankwo positsthat:
"TheNigerian ditehaverevamped theold trick of an obsolete classthat hasexhausted the
possibilitiesandisabout to depart from the historical process. They areonceagainpaliticizing
ethnicity andindigaingreigiousriots. ... TheNigerianditearefar fromfinding an appropriate
method for negotiating the politicsof the country.... They romanticizefederalismand
national unity whenever they successfully cut more than adequate share of the national
wedlthwithout protest and resistancefromtheir ethnic counterparts. But if challenged, the
resort to the politics of separatism and violence, invoking militant impulseinherentin
aggressiveevangelism, for terrorising their ethnic opponents (Nwankwo cited from Nnali).

Theexistenceof theruling classrevolvesaround thestatefromwhichit derivesits
originand wealth by employing every available meansto secure power and access. Thus,
the competition and strugglesfor state power, particularly in theeconomic crisis period
and the post adjustment era, heightened identity politicsin Nigeria. Thissituationintensified
different formsof identity mobilization and consciousnesson theethnic, regiond, religious,
communa and minority politica levels. The perception of denial of rightsand domination
by otherscreatethebasisfor identity conflicts, with identitiesbecoming highly politicized
over theissuesof control of political and economic power. Theriseof religiousidentity is
linked to the phenomenon of increased economic hardship under the Structura Adjustment
Programme (SAP), which accounted for the sharp riseinreligious activities, and the
mobilization of religiousidentitiesin competitivepalitics. Itissafeto postulateat thisjuncture
that colonia and post-colonial Nigeriahasbeen characterized and dominated by regimes
that have beenrepressiveand overtime, theseregimesimposed their ideol ogiesand political
authority onthe people. Therepression, imposition of an official ideology and theexcesses
of the party machineforced peopleto retreat into ideological domainsnot controlled by
thestateand it would seem that religionisthe major expression of thispossibility.

The ascendancy of Shariah wasitsuse asabargaining chip by the north, which
waslosing political influenceand relevancy inthe Nigerian federation. In order to reassert
theregion'sinfluence, itsdominant classemployed Shariah asanegotiating chip for anew
national pact among contending national forces. Oneof thetriggersof Shariah advocacy in
some northern Nigerian stateswasthe resentment of being at the periphery of Nigerian
politicsand its power configuration. Thereweretimewhen the northern political leaders
held powerful political positionsin Nigeria, and otherswhen the northerners accepted
their economically margina position. However, with thefederal e ectionsof 1999, the
balance of power shifted to the South without amarked transformation in the economic
marginality of the north. Hence, the politics of Shariah advocacy was part of aprotest
against regional economicinequalitiesin Nigeria(lsa, 2010). Morerecently, the 2011
electionsconsidered by Idamist hardlinersto beaforbidden ‘innovation' (bid'ah) imposed
by theWest, wereaready contentiousin that asignificant number of Mudims, especidly in
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theNorth-east, deeply resented the candidacy of President Goodluck Jonathan, aSouthern
Christian who had succeeded President Umaru MusaYar'Adua, anorthern Mudlim, after
thelatter'sunexpected death in 2010. The decision by Goodluck Jonathan to seek afull
termin hisown right upset theinformal compact within therulling People'sDemocratic
Party (PDP), whereby the Presidency alternated every eight years between Christians
who dominate the Southern part of the country and Muslimswho dominate the North
(Pham, 2012). The hypothesisthat all such religiousand ethnic conflictsare part of the
inevitable competition for scarce resources by modernizing ethnic elitesis perhapsthe
most popular inthiscountry (Usman, 1987). The particular aspect of social and political
reality to be obscured and mystified depends on the purpose of the manipulation.

It al so depends on the structure of the economy and society within which the
manipulationistaking place. Inthe case of the manipulation of reigionin Nigeriatoday, the
purpose of thismanipulationisto befound in the purposesand function of the classeswho
do this manipulation. Nobody denies that the class responsible is the intermediary
bourgeoisie. Thisclassiscrestedto serveasthelink and intermediary between the people
and thewealth of Nigeriaand theworld capitalist system. It iscreated to serve asthe
leading agent of thetrading post which hasbeen and still is, Nigeria It can only continueto
bedominant if Nigeriaremainsatrading post; that isatrading post, built to export raw-
material sand import manufactured goods and services; atrading post where ownership
and consumption and not production are dominant inthewhole system. Thered basisof
themanipulation of religionin Nigeriatoday isthe need to obscure from the peopl e of
Nigeriaafundamenta aspect of our redlity; that isthe domination of our political-economy
by aclassof intermediaries... aclass (which) cover themselveswith religiousand ethnic
disguisesinorder tofurther entrenchdivision ...(Usman, 1987).

Elite construction and Elite manipulationisamgjor factor incommunity and ethnic
conflictsand thefunding, recruitment, arming and control of militant movements. Inseverd
instances, they areformed for intra-€lite power and resource strugglesand to intimidate
political rivalsand opponents. In Nigeria, ethnic, regional, and political eliteshavebeen
major factorsintheformation, funding, arming, protection and useof diversearmed bands,
ethnic and political militiasand cult groups. .. Therearenumerousinformd linkagesbetween
armed opposition groupsand elite political networks. Theelitesfurther hijack conflict
gtuationsfor persond interests. Politiciansbent on asserting themsdlveslaich ontolegitimate
popular grievancesand dissatisfaction, and sometimes criminaize political conflictsand
deploy crimind terror. The manipulation and mobilization of youthsbelonging to political
partiesand of urban youthsingenerd by thepolitical eliteshaveaso comeinhandy. Inthe
Niger-Ddta, Militancy and the heightening of militiaactivitieshavebeen partly founded on
political ditepower sruggle Thepaliticd ditehire, armand usemilitant youthsand militians
tointimidate opponentsand perpetuate dectora abusesand violence (Okumu and Ikelegbe
2010). Itis, however, instructiveto noteat thispoint that the understanding of aienation
can beviewed from two (2) perspectives.
€) From the point of view of aienation of aspiring new, and would bemembersof the

elite-class seeking to gain accessand ascendancy, but weredenied by theexisting
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power bloc on account of real or perceived fear' or 'threat’ from the potential

'new members.

(b) Fromthe point of view of thedienation of thewider socid forcesfromthe day-to-
day exigtentia conditionsand materia well-being, owing to bad governance, and
especially of thefailure of the stateto fulfill itsquintessential function of social
security provision, and of socid good aswell asthe provision of social safety nets.
Itis, thealienation of (b) that providesanimportant nursery bed for mobilization,

and thetrigger for manipulation by (a), and thus, the spark for religious, community and
ethnic conflicts, through funding, recruitment, arming and control of militantsmovements.
As Shehu Sani (2011) arguesof Boko Haram, " Asamatter of fact, Mohammed Yusuf, the
late|eader of the group was arrested on severa occasion by the policein Maiduguri, but
beforethe police couldroll out thedrumsand start celebrating his capture, Yusuf would
haveresurfaced in hisvast compound in Maiduguri. There was atimewhen the man
returned fromAbujabarely five (5) daysafter hisarrest. Before hewaskilled, you should
have been there on aFriday, you would think abig party wasgoing on there. Thewhole
area(Railway Quarters) would belined by exotic carsasvery powerful individua swent
to seeYusuf. They went in carswith tinted glasses and nobody would be ableto seethem.
That iswhy many peoplebelieved that the man was being sponsored by somevery powerful
individuals(Sani, 2011). Thisconnection, however, provesthe point that the phenomenon
of Boko Haramin Nigeriaisamanifestation of mobilization and manipulation withinthe
elite-classaswell asof the class opportuni stic competition, and struggle of thealienated
elitewithin the power group who arefrequently in contention for political power and
officesaswell asfor scarce state owned economic resources. At thisstage, itisnonetheless,
instructive that we examinethe ecol ogy of the political-economy of Nigerian state and
especidly of the socio-economic and politica conditionsthat haveenabled theriseof this
phenomenon of 1slamic radicalization and violence. That way, we sha | have established
thetheory of awider societa aienation that broodsthe emergence, and midwifethebirth
of theextremist'smilitant IS amist group, Boko Haram.

Many conflictsarelinked to local issuesand often exploited by the political and
sometimesrdigiousditefor safishends. Of theselocal issuesto find expressionincludes;
political differences, economic deprivationsand disputes over ownership, management
and control of natural resources, have played the most important roles. Indeed, thereare
many who are of the opinion that economic deprivation isoften at the centre of many of
these conflictsand that politician have only exploited thewholesituationto their selfish
advantage (Alao, 2010). First, isthe dliance between thisgroup and the politiciansin the
country. Itisbelieved that membersof the BH group areclosdy connected to ategovernors
and that the resources sustaining their activitiescamefromthe state. Theleadersof these
groupsarenormally loyal to oneor two powerful political figuresthat arerich. They are
used aspawnsin political power games. Thisgroup (BH) waswell known to government
officialssinceitsformationin 2004. They are not secret soci eties and they preach openly
intheir mosgues. However, successive governments chosetoignorethem (Alao, 2010).
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o, liketheMaitatsnebeforeit, theBH group had informd linkswith key politicians
who assigt their activities. For instance, after Mohammed Yusuf wasarrested, hewas|ater
killed in apolice custody on theground that he wastrying to escape. Thishas, however,
been contradicted by other reports. What iswidely believed in the country isthat hewas
killed because his powerful friendsin government would have ensured hisreleaseif he
wereto be spared and put injail. Asthere had been previous cases of arrest and detention
which ultimately resulted in hisrelease because of hispowerful connectionwiththosein
government (Alao, 2010).

Alienation, the Rise of Islamic Radicalization and Violence: Boko Haram and
the Dilemma of the Nigerian State

Theemergenceof anebulousneo-militant |damist movement inthe eastern part of northern
Nigeriain 2001, and subsequent transformation of thismovement are linked with the
dissatisfaction associated with the weak economic base of the contemporary Nigeria
economy, whichischaracterized by poverty, deteriorating socid servicesandinfrastructure,
educational backwardness, risng number of unemployed graduates, massive numbers of
unemployed youths, dwindling fortunesin agriculture, and thewesk and dwindling productive
base of the northern economy. According to this movement, the current democratic
enterprisehad produced aset of politica |eaderswho lead by deception and doganeering
of Idamicrevivalismto mobilized and capture support by claiming to bere-introducing
Idamiclegd principles, despiteamassive collapse of services, poverty, failed governance,
absenceof socia justiceand afair electoral processthat produced consensus candidates
that lack legitimacy. The corrupt and power hungry politicianshijack votesand are self-
imposed |eaders. They declared billionsof fictitiousamountsof nairaasassetsto recouped
asinvestmentsthrough falsification and overpricing contract - all of thisinspite of the
existence of a framework of due process and diligence in contracts awarded and
procurements(Isa, 2010).

Situated within existing and wider framework aswell asdynamicsof radicaization
in Nigeria, Abiodun Alao identified some very relevant socio economic and political
underpinningsresponsiblefor theresurgenceof IdamicradicdizationandviolenceinNigeria
A detailed look at ISlamic radicalization in Nigeriarevealsthat it has not taken place
outsidethe country'ssocio - economic and political context. Indeed, whilethereare cases
whereexterna cons derationsincluding developmentsinthe Middle East may sometimes
beissuesunderlining theoccurrencesof radical tendenciesin Nigeria, theprimarily reasons
for most casesof radicalizationinthe country have been domestic, socio-economic and
political factors. Anissuethat has awaysbeen mentioned in explaining the massvemove
towardsradical tendency inthe country has been the downward plungein the economic
wellbeing of the population. Theissuesassociated with Nigeria'seconomic plight have
been recorded in severa studies, thusmaking arehash unnecessary in thispaper. However,
what can besaidisthat by the mid 1980s, the enormouswedl th that had accrued fromthe
country'soil deposit had been mis-managed and theimplications of the downward plunge
inthe country'seconomy had become manifest. It was, indeed, not |long afterwardsthat
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the country began serious negotiationswith the I nternational M onetary Fund (IMF) and
theWorld Bank (WB). How Nigeriansreacted to thedownward plungein their economic
well-beingislinked toradicalizationinanumbersof ways. First, it resulted inasituation
wheremany people, unaware of any other way of meeting the pressure created by the
changein economictide, turned to religion. Indeed, the period of economic declinein
Nigeriawitnessed themassive proliferation of radicalization tendenciesin Nigeria Many
youthswho could not find gainful employment turned around to taketheir religion more
seriously in the hope that solace could come by being closer to God. But the area of
economicdeprivationthat ismorecrucid inunderstanding thepaliticsof radicaized violence
isthevulnerability and exclusionit has created for youthsin the country. Many youths,
unableto makealiving, becametool sin the hands of thosewho had hidden agenda. This
tendency isparticularly prominent in northern Nigeriawhere homel essyouths, popularly
known asAlamjiris, arethekeys participantsin most of the casesof religiousviolencein
thecountry (Alao, 2010). Theimpactsof thepolitical Stuationshavea so beenasprofound.
Significant political devel opments occurred in Nigeriabetween 1980 and 2007.

During thisperiod, the country witnesstwo civilian administrations, fivemilitary
coup, (two executed, one attempted, and two alleged), abenevolent military rule, an
annulled dection, aninterim administration and abrutal dictatorship. All theseleft lasting
impactson the country and the consegquences can be seenin the country'smassive move
towardsreligiousradicalization. In arather curiousway, it would appear that economic
deprivation drove more Christians towards the direction of radicalization, political
devel opmentsand uncertai nties seemsto have had moreimpacts on Muslims. Indeed,
with the coming of the second republicin 1979 and the controversies surrounding the
introduction of shariainto the congtitution, someformsof Mudimsradicalization seemto
have beguninthecountry and thiswasto continued through theeraof political uncertainties
up until the Third Republic.

Sincethe September 11 attack on the United Statesintroduced anew dimension
to global radicdization, thestuation in Nigeriahas continued to be more of theresponseto
domestic situation than reaction to externa developments. Immediately after the attack
therewere cases of jubilation in some of northern Nigeria, asituation that changed to
violent demongtration after the United Statesattacked Afghanistan inretaliation. But these
werejust cases of spontaneous reactionsto aglobal event of unprecedented proportion,
rather than, an indication of 'external’ taking over from the ‘interna’ in explaining
radicalizationinthecountry. After this, other domesticissuestook over fromthe'externa’
inexplainingradicalizationin Nigeria(Alao, 2010).

Onthe Boko Haram phenomenon, Freedom Onuohahad succinctly captured the
context of the growth and devel opment of radicalization of BH into adomestic terror
group. Heargued very intelligently thus. Theresort toterroriststacticsby BH toredizeits
aimsisnow amatter of public concern. Itstransition to domestic terrorism hasraised
concernsregarding factorsresponsiblefor itsradicdization... Thereisno singlefactor ...,
but rather acomplex overlap of concurring and mutually reinforcing factors. Thesefactors
can manifest in different formsdepending onindividua and context. However, agreement
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tendsto revolvearound abroad set of parametersthat actsasingredientsintheradicaization
process, namely: grievance, ideol ogy, mobilization and tipping points. Whilegrievanceis
understood to bethe senseof dienation or disenchantment that providesacognitiveopening;
ideology entail sthe extreme set of ideasthat providestheindividual with anew outlook
and explanation for theworld in which they find themsel ves; mobilizations capturesthe
process by whichtheindividua issowly integrated into acommunity of individuaswho
arelikeminded and create asdlf reinforcing community; and finaly, tipping pointsarethe
specific eventsthat push anindividua or group from rhetoric to action. External forces
may also facilitate and reinforcethesefactors (Onuoha, 2012). Theissue of widespread
corruption, pervasive poverty, moral decadence and injustice, among others, in
contemporary Nigeriasociety constitute major sources of grievancesharbored by theBH
sect. Although the political leaders from the northern Nigeria dominated position of
leadership, such as president and heads of state, beforethereturnto democracy in 1999,
they did little or nothing to address pervasive poverty afflicting the northern region.

Highrate of poverty have aienated many young peopleintherelatively poorer
north. Asaresult, many impoverished, disenfranchised and devoutly Mudimyouthsare
becoming increasingly skeptical about asystem that hasbrought them little benefit and has
served theinterestsof the established palitical elite, well. Therefore, itisnot uncommonto
hear in discussionsamong |slamist scholarsand average northernersthat poverty and
collapsed governance - the bane of the northern region - areresponsiblefor thefailures
and corrupt attitudes of Yan Boko (modern elitestrained at secular 'school’ who have
acquired western education, and are currently in positions of power. As such, the sect
believesthat the system represented by the Yan Boko isunjust and secular, and hasno
divineorigin. Itis, therefore, un-Islamic, which in turn accountsfor itsineptitude and
corruptness(Onuoha, 2012). Theorganizationisstill comprised of thecompositeof different
actors, ranging from Idamist militantsto disaffected citizensto opportunistic criminalsand
hooligans, including somewho have been encouraged by politicianskeen on exploiting the
ensuing violenceand instability to advancetheir own politica agendas (Pham: p.5).

Infact, the contradictions created by poverty and unemployment played acritical
rolein pushing youngimpress onablemaidsto extremismin northern Nigeria. Young people
without formal education suffer theworst impact of poverty and diminishing employment
opportunitiesin Nigeria. Thosewith formal education, especially university degreesare
beingincreasingly attracted to extremereigiousviews. They arefurther radicalized out of
frustration dueto their inability to secure paid employment that befitstheir qudificationand
status. Consequently, theseyoung men areincreasingly questioning thewhol e essence of
western educationif it cannot secure them decent jobsor make political leadersinNigeria
accountableand responsive.

Unfortunately, asaresult of this, somemay fall victimsto the appeal sof violent
extremistideol ogies. Thisexplainswhy somegraduatesof tertiary ingtitutionstoreup their
certificatesin 2004 tojointhe group. Theideaof Bokoisnot just about rejecting western
education per say, itisajudgment of itsfailureto provide opportunitiesfor better livesand
thusbecome asymbol for the BH movement to capitalize on the short comingsof Yan

International Journal of Advanced Legal Studies and Governance, Vol. 3, No. 3, Dec. 2012 91



Boko. Thus, the movement used the term BH to mobilize and radi calized unempl oyed,
unskilled and poverty - stricken youthsto joinits cause and dislodge the secular, Boko
controlled statein Nigeria. Regrettably, agood number of young Mudimsacrossnorthern
Nigeriaaregrowing up with thisdeep-sested anger and resentment and seeking alternative
explanationsto themeaning and reasonsfor their predicament. The philosophy andideol ogy
of BH providereadily available or plausible answersto their misery. It isthe gap that
powerful ideologues, political opportunistsand extremist movementslike BH exploitin
radicalizing the mindsof Mudimyouthinnorthern Nigeria. Their radicaizationismixed
with adeep sense of grievance against the south and the central government aswell as
antagonism towardsthe sizable Christian minority that co-exist with Mudimsinthenorth.
Thisexplanswhy ingtitutionsthat represent the secular state, including churcheslocatedin
northern Nigeria, have been themgjor target of attacksby the sects.

These extremistsare not motivated by or radicalized solely by internal factors.
Externd influencesa so contributeto theradicalization. Thereturnto democracy inNigeria
haswitnessed unprecedented growth and penetration of theinternet, satellitetelevision
and mobile communications technologies. The availability of these information and
communi cation technol ogieshasfacilitated accesstoinformationincluding radical messages
coming from al-Qaeda. For example, the development of television satellitelinksand
globa communication networks hasmadeit easy for terroriststo relay their ‘propaganda
of the deed' around theworld and instantaneously. From leader's pronouncements and
publications, the sum of a-QaedainterestsinAfricaisthedesireto 'liberate’ theAfrican
Muslim popul ation from what it deemsto be 'apostate’ regimes. It will berecalledthat in
2002, Osamabin Laden singled out Nigeriaasan areaof special interest for al-Qaeda's
destabilization agenda, and thefollowing year theactivitiesof theso-caled Nigerian Tdiban
now BH became more popular. Asthey gain accessto radical al-Qaedamessagesthat
giveanegativeimage of the USvis-avisitsrolein thelsrael-Pal estinian conflict, the
invasion of Iragand anti-terrorism ond aught in Afghanistan, these extremi stsbecamemore
radicalized. Increasingly, its spokepersonshad expressed support for the ad-Qaedanetwork
anditsviolent jihadism, and attemptsto replicatethe samein Nigeria (Onuoha: pp.171-
172).

Boko Haram: A Concoction of 'State Failure', 'Elite-Class Competition' and
'Alienation’ in Nigeria
Drawing thethread together, thispaper shal, at thispoint demonstrate how aninterplay of
the combined issues of 'State Failure', 'Elite-class competition’ and 'Alienation’ have
interacted and concocted the present phenomenon of the Boko Haram in Nigeria. To
understand thisconnection therefore, it isinstructivethat weclearly highlight and explain
certainvery vita issueswith aview to demonstrating that an interactivetrinity of: 'State-
Failure, 'Elite-Class competition’ and 'Alienation’ were not only moreto blame, but that
such complex factors as poverty, the philosophy of global jihad etc, have aso added to
explain away therise of the phenomenon of Boko Haram. According to | kelegbe, the
nature and processesfor the consolidation of power after the post independence election
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werestructured inwaysthat promoted azero-Sum gamein politics. Thisinturnheightened
thestrugglefor power and turned it into warfare, deepened and politicized divisiveness,
cast inter-elite power strugglesin ethnic, religiousand regional moulds, and persondized
power. Theinevitable outcomeof thispalitical reality wasviolence, which becameatool
for either perpetuating power of one group and appropriating it for other groups. Elite
group strugglefor consolidating power turned the stateinto arapaciousand predatory
force. Thesecurity agenciesbecameabusive, brutd, suppressiveand repressiveinstruments
that were used against the opposition, activists, protestersand citizens. Individualsand
groupsthat dareto criticize against the government or support opposition elementswere
visted with excessveand indiscriminateforce. Particularly, asstate officialslost support
asaresult of increasing corruption, ineffective governance and economic decline, and
faced growing legitimacy crises, state violence becametheinsirument to suppressdissent,
challengesand resistance. Apart from the security agencies, state éitesbegan to usethugs
and armed bands, crestemilitant youth wingsof political parties, establish state paramilitary
unitsand militiasand support, and utilize private militias.

Thedate, thus, condructed aterrain of violent politics, madeviolenceakey resource
for acquiring and accumul ating power, created and made use of entrepreneursof violence,
ingtitutionalized violencein politicsand created apublic spherein which non-state actors
wereforced into counter violence asamode of defenceand resistance. Armed Non-State
Groups (ANSGs) then emerged from support of statedlites, the mobilization of opposition
elements against state brutality and repression, the construction of aternative pathsto
power and resources, and asthelast resort of excluded, marginalized and discontented
elements(Ikelegbe:p.137).

State weakness, failureand irrelevance are clearly indicated in themilitiasand
rebel movement phenomenon. First, state weskness createstheincapability tomaintaina
monopoly of ingtitutionsof coercion, provide security and maintain public and socia order
and peace. Second, the decline of stateresources, rolesand capacity leadsto aninability
to provide economic opportunities, socia servicesand facilities, employment and good
living conditions. Third, weaknesscreatesagrowing state of irrelevance and the promotion
of identity groupsand movementstofill the vacuum. Fourth, stateweskness heightensthe
quest for identify solidarity, assertion, and mobilization, and createsafertileenvironmentin
which non-state actorscan thrive.

Typicaly, inwesk state, the non-state actors, groups, and individual stakeson the
rolesandfill thevacuum of socia assistance, welfareand security and the maintenance of
socid order, but are not moderated, regul ated or organized. Inthe absence of state contral,
regulation and any form of lawful deterrence, it isnot surprising that the behaviour and
practices of these groups become lawless and disorderly. These emergent actorsin
governanceand security, thusincubate crimindity, excessveand abusveforceand violence.
Further, thepolitical and constitutiona environment and wesknesses of theAfricastates
arefertilebreeding groundsfor extra-congtitutional actions, violent politics, challengesof
state security, political conflictsand hogtilities, and degpening i dentity-based divisions.
Eventhereformssincethe 1980s, intheform of S.A.Ps, paliticd liberdization, stateroll-
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back and privatization, further weakened the state and prevented them from performing
basic and critica functions. The state and governance crisesgenerated political alienation
and discontent, which created the socia basesfor opposition, challengeand resistanceto
dtate authority andinstability, civil strife, urban riots, banditry and insecurity inwhich non-
state institutions operate and thrive. Vul nerable and dominated groups a so used and
mobilized ethnicidentify and non-stateinstitutionsto challengethe state. Thus, the state
has become susceptible to challenge. Weak and deteriorating social service, mass
unemployment, poor education systems, economic decline, stagnation and regression, de-
industridization, urban decay, deepening poverty, collapsing and corrupt law enforcement
agencies and wide spread insecurity, uncontrolled and ungoverned spaces and weak,
unstable and violent terrainsare the conditionsin which the militias, Ilamist militant -
groupsand rebd arebred (Ikelegbe: ppl37-138). Theseare accountablefor Boko Haram's
riseto prominencein Nigeria

Althoughthedite-(classcompetition) perspective presentsuswith agood anaytica
tool, its poverty asarigorousinstrument for analyzing social phenomenon and societal
divisonintoclassesliesinitsfaluretordateditisntoclassandyss. (The) governing elite
isnecessary in every society,and that elitearerelatively 'open’ and arerecruited onthe
basisof merit. Thisfurther impliesthat thereis, therefore, acontinuous and extensive
circulation of eite and that adistinctivefeature of democracy in modern nation - statesis
that it permitseliteto form freely and establishesaregul ated competition between elitefor
thepositionsof power. Thisconceptioniswhat iscaled 'diterenewd’; that is, thereplacing
of theold and aging ditesand areplenishing of their rank and filewith new, young blood
and new ideas. Inthissense, therefore, democracy merdly connotetheability of themasses
to participatein politics, but only to the extent that they exercise achoice betweenrival
elitegroup. Eliterule, therefore, excludemany from having adirect experienceat governance.
Therather undemocratic character of representative government isfurther driven homeby
apolitica sysemwhereby eected ditefurther e ect asecond diteand whoisnow endowed
withequal or superior political power.

Giventheforgoing, itisclear that democracy isactualy acompetitionamong elite
for possession and accessto state power. We argue here that in Nigeriathe failure of
democracy can betraced to thefailure of theelite, asaclass. Since 1954, there hasbeen
afusion of theelite such that political elite aso constitute both the economic and social
elite. To be sure, the emergent political elite since 1954 have monopolized the political
terrainto the exclusion of new aspirants. Theold elite have so monopolized the palitical
scenesuchthat wherethey arenot competing for political positions, they desireto condtitute
themselves as power-behind - the - veil, thereby, leading to the phenomenon of
‘godfatherism'’. New and upcoming elite now haveto associate themselveswith the old
elite, if such aretill aliveor to their ghost if dead (Agarah: p.41). .. (Tothisend), the
development of ademocratic polity requires (robust and quality) competition between
elite, periodic changesin the structureand composition of diteintheir self conceptionsand
intheir relationswith therest of the population (Agarah). This, none-the-less, islackingin
Nigeriaspoliticsabeit democracy. Thus, by the nature of Nigerias politics, the'poverty
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or insufficient elite competition' portendsvery grave danger for the country'sdemocracy.

For when access, sruggleand competition amongst thediteisimpossible, poor, inadequete,

or, and even denied, the alienated 'elite’ belonging to the class, leverages on the use of

cults, mimic and upstart groups, wherethey exist, and even create new oneswherethey

do not exist, that way, such ANSGs phenomenon as Boko Haram ismidwife. At this

point, thispaper shall interrogate thefollowing questionswith aview to providing answers.

I. Why isBoko Haram and religiousfundamentalism aproblem at thetimeof rising
democracy in Nigeria?

. Hasthe current state of insecurity benefited some politica elite?, and

il Doesthesolutionto Boko Haram liein the solution 'state-failure, eite competition
anddienation"?

Theanaysisisbased on the assumption that theemergence, growth and spread of militant

Idamist groupsin northern Nigeriaposesachallengeto thelegitimacy of thestate, and are

symptomatic of theweak nature and character of the state. The causes and consegquences

of theresurgence of militant Idamist movementsand their challengeto the political status

quo arediscussed (within) the context of existing political redlities(Isa: p.334).

€) Theexpanson of democratic spacesin Nigeriahas created opportunitiesfor civil
society aswell asnon-state actorsto increasetheir powersand activities. Militant
religious and social movements of various persuasions, some of which pursue
extremeideals, are morewilling than ever to capitalize on the weakening power
and legitimacy of the statein order to assert their doctrines and philosophy. In
someinstances, avowed militantsuse extremist movementsto create quasi-states,
withintheNigerian state, thereby, further weskening and underminingitslegitimacy.
Thefailureof thegovernment in Nigeriato provide social and economic benefits
has severely undermined its support from the populace (1sa: p.337).

Militancy, extremism, radicalism and fundamentaism meansor ideologies
are used to fill alternative spacesthat the state has either failed to provide or
closed; or they are areaction against alienation from modern institutions of
governancethat fail to ddliver socia servicesand other benefitsto the people. The
search and quest to re-assert identities, institutions, valuesand normsthat make
meaningful sense to the average citizen in Nigeria cannot be wished away,
particularly amid the decaying infrastructure and deteriorating socia servicesin
the country. The search for alternativesor new order isparticularly attractiveto
thevulnerable, disempowered and marginaized Nigerianswho area so susceptible
to the manipulation by diteswielding or seeking power (Isa: p.336). Asstruggle
for power by theruling class, and excluded e itesheightened, and citizen Struggles
for surviva andlivelihoodsintensfied, opportunitiesto profit from crimeandviolence
began to emerge, leading to regime of pervasive crime, violence and violent
engagementsand to theproliferation of armsand emergence of ANSGs (Ikelegbe:
p.135), such asBoko Haram.

(b) Ingaining adeegper understanding of therd ationship between thestateand ANSGS,
gpecid attention should bepaid to how politicd ditesgovernthestate, manipulate
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groups and use violenceto maintain control of the state. Thiscallsfor critical
interrogation of how electionsare held, how freeand fair they are, and therole
that violence playsin theelectoral process. Thereare strong linksamong politics,
opportunistic paliticiansand dites, unemployed youthsand badly governed states.
When stakesarehigh in éections, politiciansturnto political gangsto intimidate
opponentsand voters. After theeection, these politica gangsareeither transformed
into criminal gangsor into rebe groups.... Therisksof rebellion andinsurgencies
in sub-Saharan Africaincreased because of theway electionsare carried out -
from multi-party presidentia eectiontono dectionsat dl-with thelatter increasing
thechancesof politica instability and largescaleviolence,

Some of the hitherto abandoned elite-sponsored political violent gangs,

asisthecaseinNiger-Ddlta, |ater transformed themsalvesinto militiasand crimina
gangs. Thesegroupsexploit the power vacuum created by wesk statesto create
aternative government, which provide security and survivesby extractinglevies
forthisservice. ...: (And) political eliteswho pursuepolitical power (exploit this
Stuation) at theexpense of democracy. Themanner inwhich political itescapture
political power and useit iscritical to understanding the source and nature of
political violenceand how it hasbeen used to gain control of the state (Okumu and
I kel egbe 2010b: pp.441-445), and the mobilization and contestation for political
space, resources, state reformsand change (Okumu and kel egbe 2010a: p.28).
This, nonethel ess, iscons stent with the elite-class, who isthe power behind the
vell inthe current Boko Haraminsurgency in Nigeria.
And asto whether the solutionto Boko Haram liein the solution to, 'statefailure,
elite competition and alienation’, thispaper shal provide asmuch aspossiblethe
following answers. '"ANSGs (such as Boko Haram) have been closely linked to
thenature of African statesand how they aregoverned. Therise of the phenomenon
of ANSGsisthuslinked to the struggle for power and its consolidation, and the
nature of politicsand governanceinAfrica(lkelegbe: p.140). These havetaken
their toll ontheeconomy, social and public order and political stability of states
and haveweakened thevery fabric of African society - itssocial existence, socia
realitiesand livelihoods, socia coherence and harmony, social confidence and
trust. With little capacity, dwindling resourcesand declining legitimacy, the state
could no longer guarantee socio-economic progress, civil, individual and group
rightsor security. These created aquest for primordial identitiesthrough which
citizenscould assert themsalves, and opportunitiesfor NSAsintheformof diverse
groups and even ANSGsto challenge state power and roles(Ikelegbe: pp.140 -
141).

CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

InAfrica, thereisatendency for elitesto useany meansat their disposal to capture state
power and monopoliseit, to exclude and marginalized other citizensfrom the benefits of
the state, and use violenceto contain or threaten opponents. When thesethreatsreach a
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certainleve theruling ditesform state militiasthat it usesagainst opponents, thusremoving
itself from thedirect intervention and creating plausible deniability. Itisobviousthat the
persstenceof militiasin Africareflectsthe penchantsof itemanipul ation of theyouth and
the depth of the 'culture of impunity' in most African societies. Thisculturealowsthese
groupsto devel op parallel governance systemsthat weaken thelegitimacy of the state,
and useviolenceand intimidation to subjugatecitizens.

InNigeriathe resurgence and rise of themilitant 19 amist group Boko Haram can
fittingly be situated within the context, nature and character of the post colonial Nigeria
state, politicsand governance. Inthis case the politics of violence and the violence of
politics. To explicate thefact of the claim of 'statefailure’, 'elite class competition' and
‘alienation’ intherise of Boko Haramin Nigeria, it isimportant to conclude that (BH)
representsapawn inthe handsof the'dlite class intheir quest and contestation for state
power and struggle over economic resources. To this end, an interactive trinity of a
relationship of: 'statefailure, 'elite class competition’ and 'alienation’ explainsaway the
resurgenceand rise of (BH). Theélite-class, in search of power and access manipul ates
religiousand other primordial identitiesfor selfish gainsand other pecuniary purposes,
accomplished through violence, terrorism and conflict.

However, the state and the citizens, through civil society, should share the
respongibility for ending politica violence, particularly during € ection periods, by monitoring
and promoting apeaceful articulation of interest (Ikelegbe: p.141). Thenatureof palitics,
thedynamicsof power, and itschallenges, and particularly thepoliticsof violenceand the
violence of paliticsthat dominatetheAfrican political landscape (Okumu and Ikelegbe
2010a: p.27), must be brought to an end.

Asstated el sewhere, alienation can be viewed from two perspectives. (a) The
dienation of 'new’ aspiring membersof thedlite-classseeking to gain accessand ascendancy,
but, denied access by the existing power bloc; and (b) Theaienation of thewider social
forcesinthelight of their existential redlities, theresult of which threstenstheir maternal
conditionsand well being, owing to corruption, bad governance, aswell asof thefailure of
the state to provide social good.

According to 1sa(2010), the government can turn around thisnegativetrend by
strengthening its capacity to provide public good, proactively responding to the needs of
itscitizens, and strengthening democracy aswell asfreeand fair e ectionsto guaranteethe
rightsand security of citizens. The state must distribute national resources equitably and
trangparently, and hasto be accountabl eto the popul ation for how it usestheseresources.
Thestate must pursueasocia and economic policy that will ensuretheredization of right,
equity andjusticefor al Nigerians, regardlessof their identity: religious, ethnic, regional
and or other affiliations.

Thebest guaranteefor apeaceful and prosperousNigeriaisonethat isnot threstened
by extremism or radicalism, (but) has deep democratic val uesand ingtitutions, promotes
good governance, and equa andfair trestment of al citizens, and hasavisionary leadership
that isfully committed to the Nigerian nation. Anything short of thiswould guaranteethe
continuation and even generation of moremilitancy that wearewitnessing inthenorthern
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part of Nigeriaand Niger Deltaregionsof the country at present (Isa: p.337). That way,
we can find solution to the BH phenomenon and threet in northern Nigeria. Inview of the
connection between ANSGs, and the state and governance crises, the best approach to
containing their threststo human security will entail extensverecondtruction, rehabilitation
and reform of state and governanceinstitution. Thisshould bethetask mainly of African
leaderswho should put theAfrican peopl e at the centre of the state'sexistence. Africans
should, therefore, reconstruct African states by themsalvesinlinewith their hope, needs,
realitiesand existence. While external intervention could make apositive contribution,
their amisprimarily to promotewesterninterests.

Thechallengeto rebuild thekind of statesthat the peopleactudly yearnfor: sates
that areresponsive and sensitiveto citizen pressures guarantee human-security and manage
sate affairsin atransparent and accountable manner. African leaders, popular group and
activistshaveto form state-citizenry pacts, build state and institutional legitimacy and
credibility, establish new platformsfor mobilizing thecitizenry and build new commitments
andfollowership towardsthe new Africaenvisioned at inter independence (Ikeegbe: p.141).
African stateswould haveto do moreintermsof buildinginclusveandintegrated political
communities, mediating between groups, divesting themselvesto excessiveforceand
authoritarian tendencies, building systemsof dia ogue, negotiating and reaching consensus
with groups and opposition-elements, constructing secure and safeterrainsdevoid of the
profitsof violence, building platformsfor mobilization of common commitmentsand
productive engagementsand building capacity for conflict resol ution and promotion of
peace. But themaost important and daunting challengeisto build quaity leedership that can
moveAfricaforward. The present crop of leadersisstill corrupt and self interested; a
nationd, visionary, credible, selfless, committed and transparent |eaders, clearly maintain
in short supply. Present day African leaders have played amajor rolein weakening the
state capacity to govern democratically and justly (Okumu and kel egbe 2010b: p.442).
Thefindingsof thispaper contendsthat onesthedlite-classfind accesstoitscontrol over
resources, and state power threatened and, or even, denied, they leverage upon the use of
unsavoury, mimic and upstart groupsand associ ationsinto actsof violenceto achievether
electoral objectives. Inaddition it recommends | nter-ethnic and religious harmony, the
promotion of democratic consolidation, reconstruction, rehabilitation and reform of state
and governanceingtitutions; building and promoting inclusivenessin governanceand Sete,
medi ating between groups, building strong and lasting systemsof dia ogue, negotiation and
consensuswithin and between groupsand opposition € ements, divesting from theuseand
application of theuseof force, manipul ation and primordid mohilizationin politics, building
virile platformsfor constructing secure and safeterrains devoid of violence, building
productive engagementsand capacitiesfor conflict resol utionsand promotion of peace.
Building qudity leadership, encouraging the paliticsof devel opment and democracy, properly
engaging theyouth in devel opment rel ated issues, building astrong civil society, providing
public good and citizens needs, freeand fair election aswell asguaranteetherightsand
security of citizensregardlessof rdligious, ethnic, and regiona affiliationsand inclinations.
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